
This will be our last issue of Metro
Ferret Quarterly. The Metro Board
has decided that a Newsletter every
six months will be better, so you will
be seeing our publication two times
each year. We are in search of a new
newsletter title, which the members
will vote on. You can send your sug-
gestions for a new newsletter title to
MetroFerretBoard@
yahoogroups.com.

We would like to welcome all of our
new club members, and once again
thank the existing members for help-
ing us help the animals.  Volunteers
are always needed for Ferret Shows,
Shelter Volunteering, and Pet Store
Education Days. Please contact us at
admin@metroferret.com if you are
interested in lending a hand.

A very important item: We would
like to let everyone know that Metro
Ferret has officially changed
addresses and phone numbers. The
new mailing information is:  

Metro Ferret, 
33 Arrowhead Drive, 
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853.

Please mark your address books!
We will be working hard to update

our flyers and brochures in the near
future!

We would like to welcome a new
Sponsored Shelter, North Jersey
Ferret Rescue, run by Elyse
Grossman. Welcome, Elyse! 
You can see her web site at 
www.njferretrescue.com. Elyse
also offers Pet-Sitting services, 
which we all need!

New Fundraiser: Old Cell Phones
and empty printer cartridges: See
details inside, and save that old stuff
to help us help the ferrets! 

Patty attended the NJ Animal
Welfare Federation and
Conference. Stay tuned to future
issues of the Metro Ferret Newsletter
to learn about what she learned!

Articles published: Jersey Pets
magazine has been publishing arti-
cles from many of our members. We
urge you to pick up a copy of this
magazine, or subscribe today! We
are very proud of the efforts that our
members make to educate the
human population on animal care.
Several of the articles are available
for viewing on our web site, along

with the e-copy of this newsletter, at
http://metroferret.com/
newsletter.htm. We have included a
subscription form inside.

If you were not able to make our
Club Member's meeting in March, we
hope to see you at the next event!
Thank you for helping us to continue
to help the ferrets!

Metro Ferret
Quarterly

Official newsletter of the Metropolitan NY/NJ Ferret Welfare Society, Inc. www.metroferret.com

Issue # 11
May 2004

A note about this Newsletter: Metro Ferret accepts
articles from many different sources for this
newsletter. The views expressed within are not
necessarily those of Metro Ferret.  
Every attempt is made to provide accurate infor-
mation, but Metro Ferret cannot be held liable for
errors or omissions.

Contribute to Metro Ferret Quarterly!

Do you have a topic that you would 
like to see in our newsletter?

Do you have an article or a poem 
that you would like to submit?

Please contact us at 908.232.6237 
or send an e-mail with your 

plain text attachment to: 
editor@metroferret.com. 

We will be happy to consider your 
submission or suggestions!
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What’s New at Metro Ferret?
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Keeping Companion Animals Safe During Disasters 

With reprints by permission, Emergency Animal Rescue Services, Inc. and Susann Viafora

++
++
++

Planning ahead is the key to keeping
yourself and your companion animals
safe during a disaster. Listed below are
some tips that will reduce the risk to the
animals that you are responsible for.
For tips on how to keep the people in
your family safe, contact your local
chapter of the American Red Cross. 

Identify several possible locations
where you can take your animals
should you have to evacuate. These
would be places that would not likely be
affected by the same disasters that
would hit where you live. This would
include boarding kennels, veterinary
clinics with boarding space, grooming
facilities, dog and cat clubs, and training
clubs. Don't forget to consider friends
and family members too. Look for
hotels/motels that accept animals.
Bookstores sell books that list "pet
friendly" lodging. Some hotels/motels
may not normally allow animals, but
they may make an exception during a
disaster, so make some inquiries. It is
important to know that Red Cross evac-
uation shelters will not allow animals,
other than Seeing Eye dogs and other
recognized service dogs. If you are not
sure where to take an animal when you
evacuate, do not leave them behind, as
this greatly increases the chances that
an animal will not survive. 

Start a buddy system with someone in
your neighborhood, so that they will
check on your animals during a disaster
in case you aren't home. Agree to do
the same thing for them. Exchange
information on veterinarians and have a
permission slip put in your file at the
vet, authorizing your "buddy" to get
necessary emergency treatment for
your animal should you not be able to
be reached. If someone watches your
animals while you are on vacation, talk
with them about a disaster plan to be
used to evacuate and care for your ani-
mals in your absence. 

Make sure that you have an alternate
escape plan.  Should something hap-
pen to your house, you will want to be
prepared with alternate exit points for

yourselves as well as your animals.  It
is a wise idea to practice your escape
plan, and share it with your family
members, so that you will all be pre-
pared.

In addition to your regular supply of ani-
mal food have at least a weeks supply
of food on hand to be used during a
disaster. Store the dry food in an air-
tight/water proof container.. You should
also include any favorite treats that your
animals like, which can be a comfort to
them during the stressful time that fol-
lows a disaster. Continue to feed your
animals the food they are used to and
put it out as close to the normal time as
you can. Keeping them on their regular
routine, the best you can, helps mini-
mize the stress they might be feeling. 

You should have at least a weeks sup-
ply of water in storage at all times for
your animals. It can be stored in the
gallon containers it is purchased in, but
do not keep it in direct sunlight, as
algae will start to grow. Be sure to
rotate the water at least once every
other month. It is important to not let
animals drink floodwater or any other
water sources that may be contaminat-
ed as a result of a disaster. If officials
have issued a "boil water" warning that
means that the water that comes out of
your tap is not healthy for people and
animals to drink. If you are drinking bot-
tled water or purified water during a dis-
aster that is what your animals should
be drinking too. 

Take several pictures of all the animals
and keep these pictures with your
important insurance papers that you
would take with you if you have to
evacuate. Be sure to include in the pic-
tures any distinguishing marks that
would make it easier to identity an ani-
mal. These pictures can help reunite
you with a lost animal. Store the pic-
tures in a re-sealable plastic bag in
case you have to post them in the rain. 

Before a disaster strikes, talk to your
veterinarian to see if he/she has a dis-
aster plan. Your animal may need med-

ical attention after a disaster has struck
and you need to know where to take
your animal. If your regular veterinarian
does not have a plan, locate a veteri-
narian in your community who does.
Knowing in advance where to take an
injured animal may save that animal's
life if it is in critical condition and time
can't be wasted. Keep a first aid kit and
first aid book in your disaster kit for your
animals. Assembled kits and books can
be bought at pet supply stores or ask
your veterinarian for a list of what
should go into a first aid kit if you want
to put one together yourself. If you have
a houseful of animals, putting together
a kit yourself is advisable, as the
prepackaged kits will probably not con-
tain enough supplies. 

If an animal is on long term medication,
always keep a backup supply on hand,
since a veterinary office may not be
open for some time following a disaster.
If the medication needs to be refrigerat-
ed, keep an ice chest on hand to store
it in, in case the electricity is off and you
are unable to use your refrigerator. If
you need ice, you can usually get it
from a Red Cross shelter. 

Have assembled and ready to go, a
carrier to evacuate each animal in your
household. An "Evacsak," is an alterna-
tive to a carrier. It is similar to a pillow
case, but is a much safer and more
secure way to transport a small animal.
They take up a lot less space than car-
riers, and if you have a house full of
animals that need to be transported,
you can get a lot more Evacsaks into a
car. They can be purchased by contact-
ing Animal Care Equipment and
Services at 1-800-338-ACES. A carrier
would then be used to house a ferret if
you have to be away from your home
for an extended period of time. Be sure
to have a shoe box size litter box and a
food dish and a water bottle to use in
the carrier. 

Have a harness and lead for each fer-
ret in your household. A harness will
allow you to securely control your ferret.
If your ferret rides in the car, always
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Keeping Companion Animals Safe During Disasters (cont’d)

Meet Maggie Ciarcia
Age:
51 (I wish it was optional,
but I'm stuck with it!)

Where do you live?:
Carmel, New York
(Northern Westchester
County)

Spouse/Significant
Other:  
Frank Belloni. Poor guy,
didn't know what he was
getting in to!

Other pets:  
4 cats, 2 ducks, 1 chicken, 1 rabbit (all rescues).

How did you "get in" to ferrets?  
A co-worker of mine had several ferrets, and after
meeting them, I was hooked! I researched as much
as I could, and then I went to the local pet store, just
to look, and bought my first ferret, Casey, on
1/23/1994. In April, I went back to the same store
and bought my second ferret, Clancy. (Actually, I like
to think I rescued him, since the person who looked
at him just seconds before I did, said he was 'no
good'. That made me nuts, and I immediately took
Clancy home. Clancy went on to become the first
therapy ferret at the Westledge Nursing Home). I
met Joanne Dreeben later on that same year, and
adopted my third little one, Crystal. And so I thought
my family was complete, but then ferret math hap-
pened and I got involved in rescue. My life has not
been the same, and I have been truly blessed by
these little ones. 

How many ferrets do you have?  
All but one of them are rescues. (Hannibal Lector
was a gift from Jo.) This number changes way too
often, as unfortunately, many of my guys are elderly
rescues.

What is the funniest thing that has hap-
pened since you have had ferrets?  
At least once a day, one of my conversations include
the word 'poop'. 

How did you find out about Metro Ferret?  
Actually, I went to a ferret expo somewhere in NJ
and got some info, and about the same time, my
friend Joanne Dreeben got involved with Metro. I
guess it was just meant to be!

When not catering to your ferret's every
whim, what do you do in your "free" time?   
Free time, what the heck is that? Well, I'm a
licensed NYS Wildlife Rehabilitator. So when I'm not
doing ferret rescue I'm doing wildlife rehabilitation.
Then, I have a full time job for a software company
managing their Helpdesk.  Free time…what an inter-
esting concept! 

Is there anything that you would like to see
happen within the group, or any ideas 
that you may have?  
I think this is a great group and I'd like to see the NY
part of the group, grow its membership and have
more education days. Educating the public about
ferret ownership and responsibilities is so very
important. 

have a leash in the vehicle. A disaster
may occur while you are away from
home, and if you should have to aban-
don your car, you want to be able to
keep your ferret safely controlled. In
case you have to keep them confined
in a cage while you are living away
from home, a harness would allow you
to safely take them out of the cage 
and give them some exercise. 
Do not leave a ferret unattended 

while it is on a leash.

Be sure and comfort your animals dur-
ing a disaster. They are frightened too,
and having you near to give them a
hug will help. It will probably do a lot to
help you too. If an animal is not ready
to be comforted though, do not force it.
This is especially true for cats. Let an
animal come to you when it is ready. 

Know where the animal shelters or ani-
mal rescue organizations are in your
area. You may need to visit them after
a disaster to look for a missing animal.
It is important to start looking for a miss-
ing animal as soon as you realize it is
gone, as some shelters may not be
able to house for a very long time large
numbers of displaced animals that
arrive during a disaster.
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Tips for Choosing a Veterinarian Thomas J. Campagnolo, D.V.M. 

A veterinarian is a highly trained medical
doctor just like a human physician. The
difference is that veterinarians are asked
to care for a large number of species all
with unique medical and surgical prob-
lems, very little specific ferret instruction,
if any, is given in the standard veterinary
education. You want to choose a veteri-
narian that regularly cares for ferrets,
there are no true ferret specialists (but
many veterinarians have a special inter-
est in ferrets) and veterinarians knowl-
edge of ferrets vary greatly.  

There are many ways to find a suitable
vet., one way is to ask other ferret own-
ers, another way would be to contact fer-
ret organizations, and the internet can
also be a great source of information. 

After you find a good prospect you
should interview you friends potential
doctor, before you have a medical prob-
lem, it is important to find out if the doctor
sees a lot of ferrets. Many fully licensed
veterinarians don't have any experience
with ferrets. That is why they call it the
"practice" of veterinary medicine, the
more ferrets you have seen the better
ferret doctor you become.

The other important piece of information
you need to extract from your interview is
to find out if the vet enjoys and has a
specific interest in ferrets, I have found
that if you enjoy something you always
get much better at it. 

You can interview your vet during a rou-
tine examination or you can request a
brief meeting. If a veterinarian really
enjoys caring for ferrets they will usually
be very receptive to your requests, I
always feel honored when one ferret
owner refers another.

One important note is that you should
always be polite, you can easily insult a
doctor if you phrase you questions in a
demeaning manner, don't forget vets
have had to endure a long hard journey
to get their degree and some really don't
have an interest in ferrets (hard to fath-
om, but it's true). If you find a particular
vet unsuitable then continue your search,
it can take several interviews before you
find Dr. Right. 

Once you have found the right vet, they
can be a wealth of information. Routine
examinations are extremely important to

detect disease at an early stage when it
is in the most treatable stage. You need
to have your ferret; vaccinated (the only
products your vet should use as of 3/04
are Purevax and Imrab, made by Merial),
most ferrets only have been given their
initial vaccine when you get them and
they need boosters to give them good
immunity against distemper. Ferrets get
fleas, intestinal parasites like coccidia,
ringworm, dental tartar, and a long list of
medical, surgical and dental problems,
the most common being Adrenal disease
and Insulinomas. Your vet can guide you
along so that you can do your best in
caring for your pet, it should be a team
effort with your ferret being the recipient
of the best care possible. Good Luck! 

I would like to extend a special thanks to
Patty Kaczorowski for helping me expand
my knowledge in the veterinary care of
ferrets.

If you are asking yourself 
“Do II rreally nneed aa vveterinarian?”, 
the answer is 
“Absolutely, bbut nnot jjust aany vvet”.
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Ferret Fun & Games!

1 2 3

4

5

6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13

14

Across 
4 Mecidine to help with ulcers or gastritis (8)
7 Vomiting and lethargy could be a sign of this (11)
8 Your vet should give this if the ferret has a vaccination 

reaction (11)
10 Very effective in treating ear mites (10)
13 RX used for helping to regulate blood sugar (12)
14 Fluid to give to yoru ferret orally if it has diarrhea (9)

Down 
1 Device to determine what blood sugar levels are (10)
2 Pink Liquid to have on hand for nausea (5-6)
3 Give this to prevent hairballs (8)
5 Good pre-treatment for vaccinations, or allergic 

reactions (8)
6 High-calorie supplement (8)
9 When a ferret is dehydrated, they may need sub-q 

injections of this (7)
11 Common OTC medicine for pain that can kill a ferret (7)
12 Syrup to have on hand to help with seizures from 

insulinoma (5)

Metro Ferret
Numbers

As of April 2004:

90 Ferrets at 4 Sponsored
Shelters

10 ferrets at 3 Foster Homes

Total: 100 Ferrets
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Shelter Spotlight: And the Spotlight Fades...

How Long Has it Been??

Paper Trails

The past 12 months have been difficult
ones in New Jersey for ferret shelters in
general. So many of the ferret shelters
that have been operating across the state
have closed their doors in recent months.
All of the shelters will be greatly missed,
and we would like to give them a fond
farewell, and wish the operators many
continued successes in their future
endeavors.

Fuzztek Central: Anne Ryan has been
sheltering for a number of years. It's true
that for many of us, she was our first con-
tact in the ferret community. Anne and
Jim have elected to move to Florida.
They will be greatly missed in the Central
Jersey Rescue effort, and by all of us in
the NJ Ferret Community.

Ferret Hollow Shelter and Rescue:
Rick and Denise Jackson had run Ferret
Hollow from their home for several years.
They truly cared about the ferrets. We
are sad to see that they have fallen on
difficult times, and wish only the best for
them in the future.

SJ Ferret Rescue: Cheryl and Steve
Reznick ran SJ for several years. Due to
health issues, they have decided to slow
their operation, and eventually phase out
the shelter. With the help of Support Our
Shelters (SOS), and many volunteers,
the ferrets have been relocated. We wish
the Reznicks good health and happiness
in the future.

Fuzzy Loving Ferrets: Debbie and Keith
Sadowski have operated their rescue for

many years, taking in unwanted ferrets.
They have moved their operation several
times. Most recently, the town in which
they purchased a home is attempting to
force them to close their doors. Court
cases and petitions have gone on, but
the outcome is still not known. We sin-
cerely hope that the decision is a favor-
able one, and hope that the light on
Fuzzy Loving continues to shine. 

Special Thanks to all of the Shelter
Operators who have opened their homes
and hearts, and have done so many res-
cues over the years.  Each and every
one of you will be sincerely missed. We
wish you all health, happiness, and suc-
cess. You have influenced us all, and you
will never be forgotten.

When was the last time that you went to
the mall? Did you get everything you
wanted, and check out with no line, and a
courteous, intelligent check out clerk?
Did that clerk offer to make a donation to
your favorite animal shelter based on
your purchases, at no cost to you? Wake
UP! That was a dream!!

You can help make your dreams and
ours a reality by shopping at the Metro

Mall every time you need something, and
even when you don't. 

Metro Ferret has a web page dedicated
to all of your shopping needs, with great
stores like The Ferret Store, Target,
Barnes and Noble, and Joann Stores.
You can even send flowers to that 
someone special for Mother's Day at the 
Metro Mall. 

Every purchase, no matter how small,
helps us to help put food in the bowls of
the numerous ferrets in shelter care. We
add new affiliate stores on a regular
basis, so please check back to the mall
regularly. If you have a special store that
you would like to see added to the Metro
Mall, please e-mail
tracy@metroferret.com with your
request!

Though we try to be as conscious as we
can about wasting paper, each of us still
manages to generate about 3.5 pounds
of rubbish every day-mostly paper! 

If only some of the money we spend on
paper could make a difference for Metro
Ferret. Well, guess what? You can make
that happen just by buying your paper
products, office supplies, greeting cards,
stationary and just about 

anything you can imagine at iGive.com.
At the Mall at 
www.iGive.com/metroferret, you get a
free membership (no costs or obligations)
to shop at 400+ stores and without even
knowing it, you'll be helping Metro Ferret
at the same time.  

So, instead of feeling down, do a little
shopping at some great stores, like
OfficeDepot.com, OfficeMax.com,

Staples, Handspring, and
SharperImage.com, and up to 26% of
every purchase you make will be donated
directly to Metro Ferret and the shelters it
helps support.  

Please join today and shop
'till you drop! 

Thank you for your support!
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News Flash:

Our New 

Fund-Raising Effort!!

Metro Ferret has signed up for a new
fundraiser, that will help you and your
friends recycle, and will help the ferrets
too!

Members and Friends are
being asked to collect

old cell phones, and
empty printer car-
tridges from other
friends, work, and

themselves. 

For more infor-
mation on this
fundraising effort,
please contact 
Kristeen@metro-
ferret.com

Thank you for your help!

  
Name____________________________ 
 
Address__________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
State__________ Zip _______________ 

Please circle choice below 
1 year 6 issues or 2 years 12 issues 

 
Please mail check to: Jersey Pets Magazine 

PO Box 4002, Brick, NJ 08723 

 
 Subscribe 

Today 

Metro Ferret 'Wish List'**

We have Cases and Cases of Ferret Ear Cleaner!
We wish that we could distribute a case to 

each shelter around the country! 
The shipping for each case would be about $10.00. 

We wish that some of our friends and members 
would make a postage-only donation, and specify
which shelter they would like a case of ear cleaner 

to be shipped to. 
Payments can be made via Paypal to 

admin@metroferret.com
For more information, 

please contact Kristeen, Patty, or Tracy. 
We would hate to see this go to waste, 
and wish that we could distribute it all.

**If you are interested in donating any of the above, 
please contact us at 908.369.7159, 

or e-mail us at admin@metroferret.com. 
Thank you so much for helping make 

our wishes become reality!

We always wish that we had more 
ferret shelters and foster homes!

Ferret Fun & Games Answer Sheet



For Up-To-Date
Information

Please visit our web site:
http://metroferret.com/

events.htm

Metro Ferret
1091 Sunnyview Road
Mountainside, NJ 07092-2122

To: 

Tentative Schedule of Events 2004

June 26th: 
Warm Fuzzy Ferret Show, Leesport, PA. For more information, contact 
warmfuzzy@aol.com

June

September

October

September 25:
Harvest Expo 2004
AFA Title Class Ferret Show

Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Ferret Rescue Association
Clearfield County Fairgrounds, Expo Bldg #1
Clearfield, PA

Contact: Mary at 814-237-9267 or mary@ferretrescue.com
www.ferretrescue.com

October 14-16: 
Super Pet Expo, Edison NJ. NJ Convention & Exposition Center

97 Sunfield Avenue Edison, NJ 08837 for more info, visit
http://www.superpetexpo.com/shows/falledison/


