
What’s New at Metro Ferret? 

Metro Ferret Quarterly 

The past year was very difficult for Metro Fer-
ret.  Our founder, and president, Tracy Colan-
gelo, spent most of the year in England for her 
work.  Without her Metro Ferret did not func-
tion at 100%.  After trying to fill her shoes for 
one month, let alone most of the year, we real-
ized how much work, time, and money Tracy 
gave to Metro Ferret.  For all of that we thank 
her.   
 
Since her return Tracy has been giving 110%, 
but due to increasing hours at work has de-
cided to step down as president of Metro Fer-
ret.  Hopefully a temporary decision, Patricia 
Kaczorowski will be taking that title, and try to 
fill those shoes. Tracy is still an invaluable part 
of Metro Ferret, and is still doing a lot of work 
for the club, but getting a bit more help from 
her friends. 
 
Sadly Metro Ferret has to announce the closing 
of KiSta Ferret Shelter. 
 
KiSta and Metro Ferret had been working 
closely in the past, and are very sad to see the 

shelter close.  However, Kim Rushing and Stan 
Sikorski had to do what they felt was best.  Kim 
worked tirelessly to take care of unwanted ferrets 
and find them new homes.  She spent more than 
her time and money on rescuing and sheltering 
ferrets, but gave so much of herself.  She is still a 
member of the ferret community, and Metro Fer-
ret, and we hope to see more of her in the future. 
 
Thank you Kim for all of your work and dedica-
tion to sheltering. 
 
This is a good time to remind everyone how few 
shelters there are for ferrets in NJ, and that the 
ones that are up and working are filled to capac-
ity, overworked, and needing of volunteers, 
homes for the ferrets and donations. 
 
We are very happy to welcome new club mem-
bers to our group!  We are planning a Christmas 
Party for members on December 17th; more de-
tails are on the back of this issue. Please remem-
ber, if you need us for anything, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with us.. 
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Issue #4. December 2001 

Do you have a topic that you would like to see in our newsletter? 
Do you have an article or a poem that you would like to submit? 

Please contact us at 908.851.9262 or send us e-mail with your hi-resolution 
photo and plain text attachment to editor@metroferret.com.  

We will be happy to consider your submission or suggestions!  

A note about this Newsletter: Metro Ferret accepts articles from many different sources for this newsletter. The views expressed within are not necessarily those 
of Metro Ferret. Every attempt is made to provide accurate information, but Metro Ferret cannot be held liable for errors or omissions. 



In December, 2000 a large ferret breeder died leaving behind over 100 ferrets. This was 
one of the largest ferret rescue efforts in NJ, and was  made by two shelters in NJ, Fuzztek run by 
Ann Ryan and  KiSta run by Kim Rushing and Stan Sikorski.  The following account is written by 
Stan who was “at the scene” of this rescue. 
 
As we approach the Christmas holiday season I am re-
minded of an event that took place last year, two days be-
fore Christmas to be exact.  A ferret breeder, Rollen Mason 
of T.J.’s Ferret Haven in Dennisville, New Jersey had died 
leaving his entire operation in dire straights. How severe the 
problem, was yet to be exposed. As co-operator of KiSta 
Ferret Shelter, I was soon to find out. 
 
Kim Rushing, the head of KiSta, received a call from the 
Upper Township Animal Shelter informing her that 102 fer-
rets from T.J.’s were residing at the shelter and needed to 
be removed, lest they face the ‘big sleep’. This is the sort of 
situation every shelter operator dreads, let alone during 
what is supposed to be a joyous time of year. Since we had 
stopped adoptions for the holidays to restrict the adoption of 
ferrets as gifts, we already held some 40+ charges. Kim 
committed us to fifteen. One hundred and two was unthink-
able. 
 
What Kim found when she got to the location was truly 
abominable. What runs through some breeders minds I will 
never understand. If the stench didn’t knock her over when 
she hit the door, the sheer disgraceful conditions of how the 
ferrets were kept surely was enough to anger and disgust 
her beyond description. Filthy, urine-burned ferrets piled in 
cages stacked one on top of the other in 3 ‘dog runs’. That’s 
ONE HUNDRED and TWO FERRETS. Jills in heat, hobs 
with testicular tumors, older ferrets with insulinoma, cata-
racts and adrenal disease. This was not the work of a 
‘caring’ person and certainly not a ‘ferret haven’. 
 
Kim secured fifteen hobs and jills, bringing them home for 
baths, nail trimmings and overall care, including distemper 
and rabies vaccinations, spays and neuters, ADV testing, 
etc. With the exception of two of the fuzzies that we kept as 
pets, Kim was able to place all of them. 
Despite the ugly conditions that brought these ferrets into 
our lives, it could have been a lot worse, like the ‘Loving 
Ferrets’ fiasco. But there are some serious points, that to 
this day astound me, as to how these situations propagate 
in the first place. 
 
The Main point: How is it that within one of the most regu-
lated states in all of America (New Jersey, where you just 
about need a permit to use the bathroom), are these people allowed to go unchecked, exploiting and abusing a regu-
lated species, or any animal for financial gain? The New Jersey Department of Fish & Wildlife require that even the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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New Jersey Christmas Rescue 2000 
One of the largest ferret rescues in NJ 

 

Clues:   
Across:  
1. If I eat raw carrots or rubber, this problem may arise. –  

4. You can use this to walk me. –  

8. The 'Beast Master' calls us his _______. –  

9. A brand name for a high-calorie vitamin supplement.  

Down  
1. Master of Chicken Gravy –  

2. I need these cleaned on a regular basis. –  

3. An oil-based vitamin supplement –  

5. Lack of pigment causes my white color and  pink eyes. –  

6. The most common pattern and color. –  

7. I need this type of distemper shot every year.. 

Crossword Puzzle 
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Loving Ferrets  
by Kim Rushing 

I remember the day that I heard about the animals at Loving Ferrets rescue in Galloway Township, NJ.  It was Octo-
ber of 1999.  My friend from Oklahoma actually heard about it first on an Internet message board.  She called me on 
the phone, and I couldn’t believe my ears.  113 animals seized from one shelter?  I called the Atlantic County SPCA, 
who had custody of the animals, and introduced myself to Nancy Beall, one of the inspectors who had been to the 
shelter at the time of the raid.  Apparently, one of the volunteers from the Atlantic County Humane Society had been 
to the shelter the Thursday previous, to drop off a stray ferret, and found several animals housed in cages in the front 
yard with no food or water, or shelter from the elements.  She called Nancy who came out, and witnessed the same.  
Nancy left a note for the homeowners to rectify the situation, and that she’d be back on Monday to re-check on the 
animals.  When Nancy arrived on Monday, the animals were still housed in the same conditions, and upon knocking 
on the door, she realized there were many more animals inside the residence suffering the same neglect.  Calls were 
made, warrants were issued, and 113 animals were seized, from iguanas, ferrets, to even a Wallaby.  The Atlantic 
County SPCA does not have a facility to house the animals, so most of them went to Nancy’s home.  This was when I 
called her; she had 30 ferrets, many more rabbits, and guinea pigs all out in her climate controlled garage.   
 
At first, Nancy was very hesitant to work with us, as the Loving Ferrets shelter in theory was much like ours; small, 
privately run, licensed by the Department of Fish & Wildlife.  She wanted to inspect our facility first, and of course we 
agreed.  She also checked references from our veterinarian, and other shelters that we had worked with.  We set up 
an appointment for Wednesday.  She arrived on a surprise visit on Tuesday and was very happy with our setup, and 
we immediately set on our way to her home to pick up the now 
29 ferrets.  One sadly passed away from starvation related 
causes after the seizure.  Our vet did a necropsy, and she was 
nothing but skin & bones.  It was very tragic.  While Nancy was 
at our home, she showed me some of the photos that were 
taken during the raid; and they were so disturbing.  Dead and 
live animals inhabiting the same cages, without food or water, 
dead animals stored in broken down vehicles in the driveway of 
the shelter; it was like a horror movie come to life. 
 
Many of the ferrets that were seized were whole, and were 
taken from Rollen Mason’s ferretry, TJ Ferrets (see Stan’s arti-
cle for more on that).  They were all spayed and neutered, and 
all ferrets were treated for fleas, coccidia, ringworm and just 
general neglect.  The state veterinarian even agreed to assist 
us by supplying all of the rabies vaccinations to the ferrets at no 
cost to our shelter.  Without the help that I received from the fer-
ret community and friends, we wouldn’t have been able to do as 
much as we did.  Many other ferret shelters also came to our 
aide, and took in ferrets, since at the time that we took in the 29, 
we already had 41 ferrets in our shelter. 
 
Now, with the court case over, and justice not really been 
served (in my opinion) on Loving Ferrets shelter, it is hard 
sometimes not to be bitter.  Sometimes I have to remind myself 
that without us stepping in and helping, 29 ferrets wouldn’t have 
homes now.  Its difficult though, since Loving Ferrets is still in operation and holds a valid Fish & Wildlife permit.  I al-
ways suggest to anyone having to give up a pet, go visit the facility before you decide on a shelter.  The operators of 
Loving Ferrets look wonderful on paper, and I’m sure sound great on the phone.  Without a visit, there is no way to 
know if your pets are going to a reputable, well run shelter or a gallery of horrors. 
 
There is more information on the Loving Ferrets rescue operation, with photos on our website at www.pooflinger.com/rescue.
html 

These two ferrets were living on her back 
porch--uncovered in scorching heat and 
freezing snow--without food water or any 
kind of bedding  



The Story of Old Soul 
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badly broken and had healed over. His ears looked 
like prizefighter ears, what they call cauliflower ears. 
They were most likely never cleaned and he had 
scratched them so bad over the years they had al-
most closed up and resembled little cauliflowers. I 
also noticed he was blind. Cataracts covering both his 
little eyes. But, what I saw deep inside those little 
eyes, was that Old Soul was a survivor and had a will 
to live. His little bit of fur on his head and feet was 
covered in pinesap. He must have been living under a 
tree or in leaves, obviously only eating what little he 
could find. Certainly, the cold and hunger led him to 
the garage for food and shelter. 
For the next few days, Old Soul never left my sight. I 
fed him every few hours. Slowly he began to get 
stronger. He started eating on his own. I gave him a 
warm bath to remove all the dirt and sap from his little 
body. I tried to clean his ears but it was difficult get-
ting into to those little closed up ears. I trimmed his 
nails and gave him a general inspection! I thought the 
hair lose was from an adrenal tumor. (But as it turned 
out it was from malnutrition). He was very patient with 
all the fussing and me. As long as there was food in-
volved, anything I needed to do was fine with him. He 
even soon recognized my voice. I would call his name 
from the doorway and his little head would pop up, 
listening for what direction I was coming from.  
 
Shortly after these first days, I moved Old Soul into a 
larger cage. Blind as he was, he never once missed 
the pan! Time passed and Old Soul grew the most 
beautiful soft new fur coat. A light color cinnamon sa-
ble. His tail is still very crooked. His ears look a bit 
better, but it’s a job getting inside there to keep them 
clean. He has the sweetest personality and gets 
along wonderfully with his new sister Foxie, another 
lost soul. Foxie acts as his Seeing Eye ferret. He fol-
lows her all around the house and they even play tag 
together. His sense of direction is unbelievable; it’s as 
if he has build in radar! And, out of all my ferrets, old 
and young, Old Soul has never messed on the rugs; 
he always makes it to the bathroom spot! He could be 
on the other side of the house and he manages to 
find the bathroom. He is truly an amazing ferret. 
Some might call him handicapped. It was obvious that 
before Old Soul came to me, he didn’t have the best 
of lives. But since 12/26/99 he has been spoiled, 
spoiled, and spoiled some more! Everyone who 
meets him immediately loves him. No one notices any 
handicap, only a wonderfully sweet ferret. He has 
added so much to my life and to date has been the 
best Christmas present I’ve ever received. 
 
Maggie Ciarcia, NYS Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator  

It was the day after Christmas 1999 and I was attempting to 
recover from the holidays by taking a nap on the couch.  I 
remember the doorbell ringing and waking me from a sound 
sleep. I wasn’t expecting any company. As I opened the 
door, I recognized a woman who I knew to be another Wild-
life Rehabilitator. “I didn’t know what else to do”, she said, “I 
think he’s dying.” She stepped into the entry hall, open up 
her jacket and there tucked inside was a limp, naked ferret! 
Oh my God I said, what happened, where did you get him? 
Apparently a woman had reported a baby opossum sleep-
ing in her garage in a pile of rags. This woman would leave 
the garage door open a few inches, so her outdoor cats 
could come in and out to eat and sleep. Because of his size 
and obvious naked condition she assumed it was a baby 
opossum.  
 
As soon as I reached for his little limp body, I remembering 
saying, oh you poor Old Soul! I ran and got the heating pad 
and put it under the carrier. I heated up some hydrating flu-
ids, and once I got him warm, I began to syringe him with 
some warm fluids. He took it willingly! After that, I made 
some ferret gruel and kept up with the hydrating fluids. He 
took whatever I gave him. My guess was that he had been 
slowly starving to death. And with his low body temperature, 
(it was below freezing outside) another hour or so and I’m 
sure he would have died. He weighed about a pound and 
from his bone structure, he was at one time a big ferret, 
maybe 3 pounds. Each time I picked him up to feed and 
comfort him I would cry. I just kept saying, you poor old 
soul. Thus, the name Old Soul stuck. As I was examining 
him for any injuries, I noted immediately his tail had been 

Solution to Crossword  



I have a ferret, Bear, that I bought at a local pet store in NJ.  When he was about 2 years old I noticed he had some 
fur loss at the base of his tail spreading equally on each side. The fur loss was only noticeable when he was wet, or if 
you brushed his fur in the wrong direction.  I also noted, with close inspection, that he had orange  flakes along the 
skin that ran down his back spine.  Otherwise he was eating well, a good weight and active as usual. Although he had 
a rough coat of fur compared to my other ferrets, but this was the way he was since I brought him home. I had been 
reading a lot about ferret health on the Internet, specifically the  Ferret Health List (FHL), a Yahoo group that is set up 
only for medical questions related to ferret health.  After submitting the pictures and asking the group what they 
thought, everyone agreed that it looked like Adrenal Disease. Yikes!  My baby was only 2 years old! Usually adrenal 
disease is seen in ferrets over 3-4 years old. 
 
I did some more research and found out that one of the leading veterinarians for Adrenal surgery was Dr. Charles 
Weiss, and he only lived a few hours away in Maryland. I made an appointment, and found his staff to be very 
friendly, and accommodating, So , off we were to Maryland to meet the famous Dr. Weiss, and for my first ferret 
surgery. Dr. Weiss was  kind, and very compassionate.  He explained to me what my Bear had, what the surgery 
would entail, and expected course of recovery.  I would be able to take Bear home that night, and the sutures he 
placed were all absorbable. Bear had a large left adrenal gland, and two ectopic tumors that were removed, along 
with a mass on his spleen. I am happy to report that Bear did fabulous, he was eating by the next morning, and play-
ing within two to three days, and the next shed his new coat came in so soft and plush!   
 
As Dr. Weiss explains (all information can be found on his web site www.Bradleyhills.com and www.ferretdoctor.
com): Ferrets have two adrenal glands, one near each kidney.  The adrenal glands produce several hormones, in-
cluding epinephrine (adrenalin), norepinephrine, Cortisol , estrogen, testosterone and mineralcoritcoids.  Hy-
peradrenalism means overproduction of any of these hormones.  In dogs and cats this is usually caused by the pitui-
tary gland overstimulating the adrenal gland and is known as Cushing’s disease.  In ferrets the Adrenal gland itself, 
usually from a tumor or enlargement of the gland that produces the too many hormones, and in ferrets the most com-
monly overproduced is the sex hormones, usually estrogen, testoterone or their precursors.  Rarely they produce too 
much cortisol, or epinephrine giving a different set of symptoms. 
 
The signs and symptoms we see are most commonly are the direct effect of too much of the sex hormones. These 
include,  hair loss, enlargement of the vulva in females, enlargement of the nipples, anemia.  In males enlargement of 
the prostate causing obstruction of the urethra and trouble urinating, or infections.  A male ferret straining to urinate is 
very suspicious for Adrenal disease, and can be a medical emergency if the urine is completely blocked.  Other signs 
are return to mating behavior, males may mark their territories, attempt to mate, females may start nesting behaviors.  
Itchiness, lethargy ( lack of activity, sleeping more), and muscle wasting can be seen, but are more non specific 
signs.   Hair loss can be slow, but may not be noted until the next shed period.   It is usually  complete so that the skin 
can be seen- but no obvious redness to the skin, or evidence of hair breaking off.  The fur loss is usually symmetrical, 
can be on the back of the neck, top of the feet, base of the tail, or to any other area.  The signs can be cyclical, espe-
cially the hair loss,  may grow back, just to fall out more with the next shed cycle.  
 
In unclear cases there is a blood panel that can be done, otherwise the diagnosis is made by the exam and history.  If 
blood is tested it needs to include estrogen, and estradiol levels, not just cortisol which is the one done for cats and 
dogs.  One test that is more well known is called the Tennessee Panel.  For the most part x-rays and ultrasounds do 
not help make the diagnosis, and are often costly. However, may be needed in complicated cases.  
 
The best treatment option is surgery, if successful is a cure for the ferret.  Usually the  most commonly affected gland 
is the left adrenal, about 75%.  However, if the right adrenal is affected, this is close to a major vein in the body, the 
vena cava.  The tumor  often grows into or around this, and is very difficult to remove completely. Besides that, there 
can be ectopic tissue, or adrenal tissue that grows outside of the normal gland, usually nearby.  It can be hard to lo-
cate, or recognize without an experienced surgeon. If the tumor is on the right side, it may not be completely re-
moved,or safely removed. Also, there is a chance that the other adrenal gland will 
also be affected in the future. 
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The Veterinary Corner:  
Adrenal Disease in Ferrets 

Interview with Dr. Charles Weiss  

Continued on Page   6 
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I chose Dr, Weiss because of 
his extensive surgical experi-
ence with removing adrenal 

glands, he is also a pioneer in the use of cryosurgery on 
the removal of the glands, giving the removal of the right 
gland a better chance. There are good veterinarians in the 
NY/NJ area as well, just do some homework and  ask the 
vet how many cases he does a year, etc.  Also, by letting 
your vet explain to you what adrenal disease is, and how 
to treat it you can tell how much he knows. For example, if 
he calls it Cushing’s disease, he is probably relating his 
knowledge of the disease in cats and dogs, but in ferrets it 
is a different disease. 
 
Non-surgical options for those ferrets too old, or ill to un-
dergo surgery are medications, Lysodren destroys exces-
sive adrenal tissue, it is not as popular as it once was, but 
because can be given orally, and the ferrets usually like it, 
it is still used.  It doesn’t seem to workas well as the other 
choices.  Lupron is probably to most widely accepted, non-
surgical treatment, it is only given as shots, either monthly, 
or the depot is every 3-4month shots.  It acts like GnRH 
which will inhibit the production of FSH and LH in the 
pituitary.  With lower levels of FSH and LH, less sex 
hormones are produced by the adrenal gland.   It can 
alleviate many symptoms caused by the overproduction of 
the sex hormones.  It does not stop the tumor growth, so it 
can not offer a cure like surgery can. Lupron is needed for 
the rest of the ferret’s life, and with treatment costing up to  
$100 a month, it isn’t a cheaper option than surgery. Caso-
dex inhibits testosterone and if this is a major hormone the 
adrenal is producing it can be effective, an alternate is 
Arimidex, but is not used together with Casodex. 
Melatonin has also been used, it is given by mouth, 
usually found at a health food stores, and given 6 hours 
after sunrise, to mimic natural light cycle, and production 
of melatonin. It probably will have little effect by itself, and 
can be used with other treatments. 
 
It seems that the actual cause of adrenal tumors is un-
known, it is very common, some quotes as high as 85% of 
ferrets will get these tumors.  It is rarely seen in intact fer-
rets, so therefore linked to s pay and neutering, especially 
very early spay and neuter. 
It is also thought to be due to artificial lighting and  loss of 
normal light cycles that the ferret depends on to go 
through normal shed cycles, and intact animals estrus cy-
cles. The ferret’s adrenal glands are working overtime, and 
this may cause enlargement of these glands.   
 
For more information of adrenal disease check out these 
web sites: 
www.ferretdoctor.com   www.Bradleyhills.com  www.
ferretcentral.com under medical FAQ www.Ferret-Health-
List@Yahoogroups.com   and   www.miamiferret.org 

An Interview With Dr. Weiss 

Continued from Page 4 

A Story on Fostering-  
by Ela Heyn 

A few years ago, I was in a bit of a dilemma.  Within a 
short period of time, I had lost a rabbit and two ferrets 
who had been some of my best friends for years. I 
missed them dearly, and wanted to add another ferret 
or a couple of ferrets to my home. 
  
My dilemma was this:  I volunteered at Fuzztek Shelter 
quite often, and I had really fallen in love with some of 
their "older" ferrets, and wanted to bring them home.  
They were healthy, vibrant, playful animals, who just 
happened to have the misfortune to be past the cute 
"baby age" which most adopters were looking for.   I 
was more than happy to bring home an "older" animal 
or two. However, I was also keenly aware what the 
cost of veterinary care in an animal's senior years 
could be.  So, what to do? Well, the next time I went to 
Fuzztek, I mentioned to Anne Ryan (who runs the shel-
ter) that I would love to bring home another ferret.  I 
was surprised when she suggested that I foster an 
older ferret. I know that when I fall in love with a ferret, 
I can't bear to let him or her go, and I was afraid that it 
would break my heart when it was time to give the ani-
mal back up. 
 Imagine my surprise when Anne said that it wouldn't 
be necessary for me to return the ferret!  She ex-
plained that the foster arrangement was a way to give 
a ferret a "forever" home, eliminate crowding in the 
shelter, and also help the "foster parent" with veteri-
nary costs which might otherwise be overwhelming.  
That day, I signed foster parent paperwork, and 
brought home 
one of my FAVOURITE ferrets in the whole world .... 
Smokey.  Smokey was at the time about six years old, 
and had been given up by his previous owner when 
she became pregnant.  He is a beautiful silver/white 
ferret with stunning dark eyes and a perfectly black 
nose, whose favorite hobby is stealing or begging for 
treats. 
  
Over the next couple of years, I'm happy to say that 
three more foster ferrets have found their way into my 
home as well.  There were a couple of little girl ferrets 
at the shelter whom I was very smitten with ... Blair and 
Bianca.  I think they were smitten with me as well 
every time I was 
doing nails on ferrets, Blair would climb over my shoul-
der and throw herself into my arms so I would snuggle 
her!   The next time I approached Anne about getting 
ONE more foster ferret, she managed to persuade me 
that two little girl ferrets are really the same thing as 
one bigger ferret.  I came home that day with Blair and 
Bianca. While they quickly disproved the theory that 
two little girls are no more trouble than one boy, I was 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 2)  

simple owner of ferrets obtain a permit. But that is where the state seems to end its obligation. Breeders and shelters 
are required to obtain permits to conduct business but it seems they have no method of follow-up that permits situa-
tions like this rescue and others to be caused. 
 
That is unless they are called to do so, which, as a 
sidebar to this story, happened to us. A short while af-
ter the fifteen ferrets where in our care, a party that 
shall remain nameless, reported to NJF&W that they 
“believed there was a discrepancy with the number of 
ferrets we had taken in” and in short order NJF&W was 
at our door. It seems that since we took in for the most 
part whole hobs and jills, we had rustled the feathers of 
someone who thought that we had an agenda to set up 
our own clandestine breeding facility. Funny there was-
n’t even a peep of a mention about what might have 
happened to any kits that might have been present at 
T.J.’s. After all it was a breeding facility. 
 
 Now, remember that I stated we took fifteen ferrets 
and that they were all altered, with the exception of one 
that was already pregnant (get to that in a bit). Our fa-
cility, although small and not elaborate, was well main-
tained - every ferret kept in the most healthy and com-
fortable of conditions. Two NJF&W agents came to our 
shelter to inspect and inquire and left completely satis-
fied. But why hadn’t this happened to those that really 
needed this sort of treatment?  
 
This question I can answer to a point…politics.  
 
The jill that was pregnant, 49 days to be exact, wasn’t 
anymore. Kim took her to the vet after she discovered that something was not right. The vet believed that possibly 
because of shelter stress, the jill had absorbed her kits, so she was spayed without complications and adopted out. 
When this was announced by Kim on the Internet through a post, those unnamed parties started their banter anew. 
The abuse KiSta received because of this continued on the Internet, including anonymous emails berating us, hack-
ing incidents and slanderous statements. This was not what we were in the sheltering business for.  Where were 
these whiners when people like Rollen Mason and Loving Ferrets Shelter were committing their atrocities? 
 
Politics, pure and simple. 
 
Kim and KiSta proved that sheltering could be done on an acceptable and self-sustaining level. Unfortunately, it can 
also take its toll on the human spirit, especially when there are those out there with agendas, trying to make them-
selves seem more important than what they are actually in it for. Kim closed KiSta this past summer because she 
was worn out, physically and mentally and I believe mentally from just having to put up with so much bullhockey from 
‘unnamed parties’. She now wants to breed the finest ferrets possible on a small scale and will, I’m sure, achieve ex-
cellent results and prove that breeding can be done without creating horror stories like that of  T.J.’s Ferret Haven. 
I’m also sure that because of this the politics and whining parties will find something to moan about, even if they 
have to fabricate it. 
 
For information and pictures of the T.J.’s rescue visit www.pooflinger.com/xmasrescue  
 
 

NJ Christmas Rescue 2000 (continued) 
By Stan Sikorski 

‘Cruelty Knows No Season’  
- Kim Rushing on the NJ Christmas Rescue 



Are you ready for the 
holidays? 

 
You can be, with a little help from 

Metro Ferret.  Why don’t you do your 
holiday shopping online?   

 
If you go through the Metro Ferret 
web site at www.metroferret.com 

and click on “Metro Shopping” 
 

By shopping at the Mall at iGive.com, 
which has over 250 stores to chose 

from. 
 

Or you can shop directly at the icons 
for The Ferret Store, Barnes and No-
bles, Office Max, Cat Toys.com and 
Metro Ferret will receive a percent of 

that purchase.   
 

Every Purchase you make will help 
us to help a ferret in need. Every little 
bit helps, and we thank you for your 

support.  
 

Happy Holidays from  
Metro Ferret! 

(Continued from page 6) 
too endeared to them to care, either.   
  
When Bianca passed away earlier this year from a very 
rare (and amazingly fast-growing! )cancer, I brought 
home my latest foster ... Sebastian Mitchell.  He is a re-
tired breeder from the NJ Xmas Rescue of 2000, and is 
unbelievably sweet, cuddly and intelligent.  This BIG boy 
weighs around 4 lbs., but he lets little 1 lb. Blair "rule the 
roost".  Since the September 11th incident in New York 
City (right across the street from where I work), he has 
slept next to the head of my bed every night, keeping an 
eye out on me.  While he manages to both snore and 
occasionally "pouf" in his sleep, it's a wonderful feeling to 
wake up and see my little buddy curled up a few feet 
away. 
  
The foster care arrangement has been a real lifesaver 
financially, too, as Bianca underwent extensive medical 
procedures with her cancer ... including two major sur-
geries in three months.  Smokey (who is still with me and 
VERY active at close to nine years old) takes Prednisone 
for insulinoma, as does Sebastian Mitchell.  And little 
Blair seems to be slowly going blind, and has needed 
"ferret hospitalization" with Yvonne DeCarlo from Fuzz-
tek a couple of times in the past few months.  (She's fine 
right now, thank heavens). Fuzztek has paid for all of this 
veterinary care, and Yvonne took Blair in and personally 
syringe fed her and cared for her when she got sick.  I 
think it's been a wonderful arrangement for all of us, and 
when I see the other, beautiful "older" animals still at 
Fuzztek, I wish I could take all of the rest of them home 
as well.  I would urge everyone considering getting an-
other ferret to think about a foster ferret.  
Contact Anne Ryan of Fuzztek at ducklite@aol.com 
or 732-398-0132 to ask about fostering. 

Metro Ferret Accomplishments for 2001 
 

We had several members volunteer their time, money and supplies for the NJ Christmas rescue to both Fuzz-
tek and KiSta.  Metro Ferret also made a donation to the rescue effort. 
We took in and placed or fostered 13 ferrets from the local humane society 
We had a booth at the Warm Fuzzy shows in PA and will be there again this year in January. 
We had a successful fund-raiser with Current products last year, and this year with Yankee Candle raising 
funds for our foster ferret, and for the money needed for license renewals, 
copying flyers, brochures, stamps for mailings, and this newsletter.  
Kristeen and Patty have been making hammocks to sell.  All profits go to Metro Ferret to help defray future 
costs, and for supplies we can send to shelters. 
Members volunteered to help move a ferret shelter in NJ with over 90 ferrets to relocate! 
Participation in ferret education days, pet expos and local PetCo stores. 

A Story on Fostering (Continued) 
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Animal Shelters Full to Capacity in New Jersey 
and New York 

 
It seems that there are never enough room for all the ferrets that need homes.  Sadly, with 
the closing of KiSta there is one less place for homeless, abandoned, and mistreated ferrets 
to go.  
 
Metropolitan NY/NJ Ferret Welfare Society, Inc. is a Federal 501c (3) Non-Profit Organiza-
tion that helps to support locally run no-kill ferret shelters in New York and New Jersey.  We 
alone have fostered, adopted, and placed over 12 ferrets this year that were at a local hu-
mane society. 
 
The shelters that are open are too often full and closed to new surrenders, and since most 
ferrets rescued or surrendered are older, or ill they need expensive veterinary care.  These 
shelters are privately owned, and run from the home of the shelter owner.  These owners 
quickly become overworked, and weary.  The vet bills alone quickly rise into the thousands.  
 
Please help by volunteering at a local shelter, donating supplies, or money this Christmas 
season, and all year round.    
 
Metro Ferret also has one ferret still looking for a forever home, she is named Lola and was  
rescued from North Bergen, NJ.  She has obvious Adrenal disease and is a biter so was go-
ing to be euthanised.  Tracy sprung to action and took her home, she has received her first 
Lupron Shot and is awaiting her adrenal surgery this year once funds are raised. 

 
 

If you are in Northern New Jersey or New York, and 
want to adopt, 

You can contact Metro Ferret at 908.851.9262 or com-
plete an adoption application at the website, www.

Hit  A  Home Run Every Time You Shop! 
 
Major league baseball teams buy 182 pounds of special baseball rubbing mud each year from a farmer in Mills-
boro, Delaware.  Think of how much money you could raise if each pound of mud were a home run and every 
time you shop at www.iGive.com/MetroFerret, you'd be hitting a home run for the shelters and ferrets that 
Metro Ferret helps..  At iGive.com, membership is free and up to 25% of every purchase is donated to Metro 
Ferret’s 501© 3 charity! So hurry up and visit the Mall at iGive.com, where you can shop 240+ stores for all 
your favorite sporting goods at TheSportsAuthority.com, Oshman’s, and FogDog.com, and other stuff—like 
movies, CDs, flowers, computers, clothes, and toys! 
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Tentative Schedule of Events 
 

 

December 16, 2001:  Metro Ferret Holiday Party for Members only.  
Contact Tracy at (908) 232 – 6237, or metroferret@home.com     

January 26, 2002:  Warm Fuzzy Ferret Show, Leesport PA 

January 31-February 3, 2002:  Ferret Symposium 2002, Las Vegas, 
NV 

 
 
 

Please visit our web site for up-to-date event information: http://
metroferret.com/events.htm 

 

Metro Ferret 
1091 Sunnyview Road 
Mountainside NJ 07092 

TO: 


