
What’s New at Metro Ferret? 

Metro Ferret Quarterly 

The past 4 months seemed to go by very quickly for everyone; it is hard to believe that 
summer is almost here.  This edition is going to be a recap of the 2nd annual Ferret Sympo-
sium in Las Vegas that took place in Feb. 2002.   The proceeds of the symposium went to 
ADV research and to Save Our Shelters fund (SOS). An unbelievable $4000 was raised 

from this symposium. Kristeen, Tracy, Ela and Patty attended the symposium and it was so 
informative, and fun that we wanted to share the information we gathered there. 

We are very happy to welcome new club members to our group!  We are planning a meet-
ing for members for June; more details are on the back of this issue. Please remember, if 

you need us for anything, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 
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O f f i c i a l  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  M e t r o p o l i t a n  N Y / N J  F e r r e t  W e l f a r e  S o c i e t y .  I n c .  

Issue #5. May 2002   

Do you have a topic that you would like to see in our newsletter? 
Do you have an article or a poem that you would like to submit? 

Please contact us by sending us an e-mail with your hi-resolution photo and 
plain text attachment to editor@metroferret.com.  

We will be happy to consider your submission or suggestions!  

A note about this Newsletter: Metro Ferret accepts articles from many different sources for this newsletter. The views expressed within are not necessarily those 
of Metro Ferret. Every attempt is made to provide accurate information, but Metro Ferret cannot be held liable for errors or omissions. 

We took in 4 rescues from the Newark Humane society. One had advanced adrenal disease and a tumor 
on his neck and spleen. He is in a wonderful foster home, and thanks to generous members, has had 
over $350 in veterinary care.  Another rescue, Lola had her much needed and awaited adrenal surgery.  
She also had an insulinoma removed, and biopsy showed she has inflammatory bowel disease.   

 
We attended the Warm Fuzzy show in Jan. 2001- Metro Ferret handed out information on ferret care 
and health.  We sold hammocks and assorted other items. 

 
Kristeen and Patty have been making hammocks to sell.  All profits go to Metro Ferret to help defray fu-
ture costs, and for supplies we can send to shelters. 

 
Kristeen, Patty, Tracy, and Maggie visited the Ferret Rescue in Yonkers, brought supplies and mailed in 
a donation to their vet for future medical costs. 

 
• Attended the Family Fun Day in Basking Ridge, NJ.  Metro Ferret had a table to sell items to raise 

money, and hand out information to anyone who wanted to know more about ferrets. 

Metro Ferret’s Accomplishments for 2001 



Dr. William Sadler was a speaker on pet food.  He is the director of Specialty Diet for Purina Mills.  One diet that may be famil-
iar is the Mazuri diet formulated for ferrets.  He discussed how the labels are set up on pet foods, the regulating agencies, and the 
problem of  standards may differ from state to state.  The order of the ingredients is by percent, but it is the initial  weight  of the 
ingredient when it is added, not after processing.  So, if you add 2lbs of wet chicken and at the end of processing and drying to 
make a dry food you only have ½ pound, the percent of chicken added is still based on the 2lbs. If another company is adding 1lb 
of dry chicken and at the end still has close to 1lb of chicken, the percent of chicken would appear to be less than the company 
that added the 2lbs of wet chicken, even if the end product had less chicken in it. Another confusing point was that the formulas 
that the companies use to come up with percentages are very easy to manipulate so that by changing one ingredient you can make 
the percentages look better than another company, but the ingredients may not be as good.  Dr. Sadler suggested looking at a 
companies reputation as a good way to decide which food to buy.  He did not recommend one diet over another, or speak specifi-
cally about ferret food. 
 
The famous Bob Church ( of Bob Church’s Chicken Gravy)  holds two degrees in Archaeology and Zoology and is currently 
studding for his PhD in Zoo archaeology.  His hobbies including studying ferret bones and teeth, evolutionary anthropology, car-
nivory, and understanding the domestication of the ferret.  He owns over 20 ferrets in a very picturesque part of Missouri.  He is 
working to help the efforts of legalization of ferrets in California by proving the Fish and Game wrong.  Bob spoke about ferret 
mental health.  He spoke about normal behaviors verses abnormal, neuropathic behavior. A normal ferret behavior would be to 
burrow, dig, and to be territorial.  Ferrets are not pack animals, they would not normally live in groups.  By early spay and neu-
tering, and socialization they accept their cage mates as littermates, as a sibling group. Males would normally have one territory; 
the borders of that territory are marked by their scent glands, in a descented ferret they may use their feces to mark the area, or 
scoot their butts.  Females also have territories that are a 
little smaller, and sometimes overlap with a male’s.  So, if 
you have many ferrets, and not enough space you may see 
marking, fighting, and placement of stools along the bor-
ders to let the other ferrets know where the borders are.  
Ferrets dig and burrow as part of their natural instinct.  It is 
not abnormal, although may be undesirable.  Proving dig 
boxes and time out to play will help to redirect their behav-
ior.  An abnormal behavior may be excessive digging at the 
door, or pacing in the cage.  Cage bound ferrets get bored 
easily and can develop stereotypic behaviors that are not 
mentally healthy. Taking time with the ferret to play, and 
providing a large cage with plenty of toys, or not caging, 
and providing a lot of mental stimulation for the ferret is a 
necessary part of ferret ownership. One on one playtime 
with the owner is the perfect way to stimulate a ferret.  
Other ways are to rearrange the playroom, come up with 
problems the ferret has to solve in order to get to a toy, or find food, or treats.  Bob said that ferrets are excellent problem solvers, 
and can be tested smarter than a dog if that is the area one is testing for. Of course, dogs may out test a ferret in learning com-
mands, or task oriented testing. Another normal behavior for a ferret is to try to establish dominance, biting at the wrist, forearm 
or between the fingers is a way to show who is the boss.  Redirecting this behavior, and showing the ferret you are boss will help 
to stop this.  However, an easily frightened ferret, or one who lunges and attacks consistently may have other problems, and be 
showing signs of past abuse, or be in pain, or have health issues.   
 
Bob also admitted he does not feed his ferrets the chicken gravy recipe he is famous for, he developed it to be used on sick ferrets 
who needed some supplemental feeding. He advocates feeding a ferret a variety of foods.  Kits will imprint on the food they are 
given, one reason why Marshall Farms wants their ferrets to be fed only their food for the first year, after that they know the fer-
ret will most likely not accept any other food.  A kit has so many nerve cells in the nose that detects what food is, if they are not 
exposed to any other food scents those cells won’t be activated and eventually the ferret will only recognize kibble, or one type of 
kibble as food, everything else will not be understood as food.  So, as a kit it is a good idea to expose the ferret to all kinds of 
foods, from meats, to chicken, to kibbles including cat food, ferret foods, even a piece of dog food, and so on.  Not as the staple 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Ferret nutrition, mental health and special care needs: 
International Ferret Symposium notes 

By Patty Kaczorowski 

Patty blushes with Bob Church and BIG at the Symposium 



In 1998 Yvonne DeCarlo was working in a local pet store and took in a ferret that was abandoned there.  Her first res-
cue was ferret named Rocky, who was added to her families growing business.   Yvonne spent hours searching for 
material on ferrets and ferret health, which was scarce at the time.   
 
At the time, Dr. Buccholz at Maywood Animal Clinic was one of the few vets in Northern New Jersey who was even 
treating ferrets.  Yvonne accepted a job at Maywood, and she and Dr. Buccholz began sharing their knowledge of fer-
ret care and medicine, with Yvonne supplying the prac-
tical care information, and Dr. Buccholz sharing his 
medical knowledge. 
 
In 1993 Yvonne began actual shelter operations, and 
began to accept turn-ins and adopt out ferrets.  At about 
the same time, Anne Ryan got her first ferret, a rescue 
from a friend of the family who no longer could keep it.  
Shortly after she moved to New Jersey.  Almost imme-
diately she met someone who had rescued a ferret but 
didn’t really want it, so she added it to her family.  
Within several months she had added four more ferrets, 
all rescued from someone who no longer wanted them.   
 
Anne and Yvonne met while trying to help save three 
ferrets, which were involved in a bite incident and were 
going to be euthanized in order to test for rabies.  While 
that effort failed, a friendship was formed, and they 
found a mutual interest in assisting ferrets. 
 
At first, Anne simply operated as a foster home for 
Fuzztek shelter, and any time a potential adopter was interested in a ferret housed at Anne’s, she had to make the 
hour drive in order to facilitate the adoption.  In 1999, it became apparent that Aleutian Disease (ADV) was affecting 
many ferrets in the United States.  They became aware of a breeder who had a large number of ADV positive ferrets.  
She did not want to spread this disease, and wished to discontinue breeding.  However she had economic difficulties 
and could not afford to neuter and spay her business.  The breeder agreed to turn the ferrets over to Yvonne, who 
promised to provide a forever home for them, care for their medical needs, including having them spayed and neu-
tered.   
 
Once the decision was made to effectively close Fuzztek North, and no longer provide adoption services, Anne be-
came fully licensed in order to continue Fuzztek adoptions from her house.  All ferrets which come into Fuzztek Central 
are tested for ADV.  This arrangement is unique in the ferret sheltering community, as any ferret who tests positive is 
not turned away, nor does the shelter risk exposing ferrets to the disease.  Rather, they are sent to live at Fuzztek 
North’s shelter. 
 
Since January, 2000, 21 additional ADV positive ferrets have been accepted at Fuzztek North.  Fuzztek Central has 
taken in over 100 ferrets, with 63 of them arriving on December 23,2000, after a breeder in Southern New Jersey unex-
pectedly passed away.  The ferret community was extremely generous in their support, raising thousands of dollars to 
pay medical bills and donating thousands of dollars of supplies for what became known as the “NJ Christmas Rescue”.   
 
Fuzztek does not normally solicit donations.  All of the supplies for the ferrets are paid for out of pocket, or with occa-
sional donations.  Vet bills are the biggest expense, totaling over $15,000 in the year 2000.  All turn-in fees, adoption 
donations, boarding fees and the occasional cash donation are paid directly to the shelters vet Dr. Kim, Ridgefield Park 
Animal Hospital.  Dr. Kim is also an excellent ferret vet for anyone who is looking for an experienced vet. 
 
For further information on Fuzztek North or Fuzztek Central, please feel free to contact fuzztek@aol.com or (201) 836-
8682, or (732) 398-0132.  
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Shelter Spotlight: Fuzztek Ferret Shelter—North and Central: 
Anne Ryan and Yvonne DeCarlo 

An interview by Ela Heyn 

Yvonne and Snowflake, a 3-legged ferret. 



Veterinary Corner 
Notes I took at the symposium 

By Patty Kaczorowski-  
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pink, about the size of a lentil bean.  If both adrenals 

are removed the vet should always check the electro-

lytes at day one after surgery, 1 week and monthly.  

The sodium and potassium ratios are checked and 

the cortisol level.  This is to see if the ferret needs re-

placement hormones, since without any adrenal 

glands there would be at risk for Addison’s disease- 

missing essential hormone needed to regulate the 

sodium balance and water balance.  Dr. Purcell rec-

ommends the ferret goes home on prednisone and 

percoten (DOCP) shot after the surgery and the close 

monitoring of the blood will determine if the ferret will 

need life long replacement therapy.   
 

Dr. Williams is a well-known veterinary pathologist 

who has done research and work in ferret medicine.  

He works for the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 

in Washington, D.C.  He is also a husband, father and 

owner of  ferrets.   He has a very informative web site 

at http://www.afip.org/ferrets  .  Dr. Williams did a pic-

ture presentation on tumors, graphic, but very inter-

esting.  He showed cases of spontaneous splenic in-

farcts, this could happen after aggressive palpation of 

a n  e n l a r g e d  s p l e e n .   
 

Liver tumors, rare but number one cause is lym-

phoma.  If you see cysts of the biliary area take them 

out, they are rare but usually will metastasize very 

quickly. 
 

Lungs:  In older ferrets there are small bumps 

throughout the lungs, this is from a collection of sur-

factant and fat deposits called Benign Lipoid Pneumo-

nia, the key is that this is not cancer and shouldn’t be 

treated as such. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

The credentials of the speakers at the symposium amazed 

me.  There were even vets that attended the symposium 

and one came as far away as Holland.  I will list the speak-

ers in order of their presentations and give their credentials 

as I “introduce them”.   
 

Dr. Karen Purcell is a well known ferret vet in Massa-

chusettes, she wrote a book, Essentials of Ferrets: A Guide 

for Practioners .  Dr. Purcell spoke about commonly seen 

ferret diseases.  Insulinomas are tumors that grow on the 

pancreas and produce insulin, the ferrets are sleeping a lot, 

weak, can have episodes of drooling or starring and even 

seizures from the low blood sugar resulting from the excess 

insulin.  Diet can help a lot, meat baby food, chicken gravy 

recipes, high protein, meat based diets, with no simple sug-

ars and low in carbohydrates.  No fasting for vet visits.  

There is a study going on using Doxyrubicin 

(chemotherapy) by Dr. Dutton in Mass. that has good re-

sults thus far, it is used in adjunct with surgery. You can’t 

use it in ferrets with heart disease.  It was suggested that a 

partial pancreatectomy has better results than a nodulec-

tomy.  Meaning that in surgery part of the pancreas is re-

moved and not just the nodular tumor- this is because there 

are usually very small tumors also growing that are not 

readily visible at the time of surgery.  Diabetes can develop 

after surgery, it is usually transient, but if the sugar goes 

over 400 the prognosis is worse. If diabetes develops the 

owner checks the urine for ketones and may need to give 

insulin- this is a rare complication. 
 

Adrenal disease was also addressed, these are a common 

problem in older ferrets that develop tumors in their adrenal 

glands, or the glands enlarge and produce excessive hor-

mones.  The best treatment is surgery, and during surgery 

the vet should always check the right adrenal even if the left 

is obviously affected. The normal adrenal gland is small and 



(Continued from page 4) 

Enlarged spleens (splenomegally) are very common in older ferrets from chronic inflammation after ECE or an-

other infection, like helicobacter.  Treatment focuses on treating the underlying condition if it is known.  Less than 

5% are cancerous, and most cases are extramedullary hematoporesis, which is not dangerous.   If the spleen 

grows big enough so that the ferret tires easily, and starts 

to impinge on the other organs or interfere with normal activity, then consider removing the spleen.  If a young fer-

ret has an enlarged spleen it is usually not a good sign.  The vet should attempt to do a needle aspiration of the 

spleen and look for causes. - lymphoma being a possibility. 
 

Apocrine  tumors: Primarily arise on the head, neck, prepuce ( penile area) or vulva.  They have a blue dot 

Appearance that look like small BB’s under the skin.  This needs to be removed right away; it is usually malignant 

and will spread to the lung or lymph nodes. 
 

Soft tissue tumors: Spindle cell (nerve sheath tumors) can arise from vaccines in cats, and may take up to 5 years 

to develop after the vaccine, so 

there is a question if this can 

happen in ferrets.  These tu-

mors should be removed and 

they tend to be invasive if not 

removed early. 
 

GI neoplasms:  Lymphoma and 

non-lymphomas, there may be 

a link between long term inflam-

mation in the gut, like seen in 

inflammatory bowel disease.  

These ferrets tend to have diar-

rhea a lot, bouts of weight loss 

and diagnosis is made by an 

intestinal biopsy. 
 

Brain tumors:  Very rare, and 

hard to diagnose, impossible to 

treat and most are astrocy-

tomas.  If a ferret has neurologic  

findings like head bobbing or hind leg weakness, the number 1, 2, and 3 cause is insulinoma not a brain tumor, so 

a blood glucose should be checked as part of the work up. 
 

Insulinomas:   All ferrets have lumpy, bumpy pancreas as they age, but the bumps are all the same color and uni-

(Continued on page 6) 

Tracy’s idea of notes—Gamble and you get free drinks!! Cherries, Cherries, Cherries... 
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(Continued from page 5) 

form.  Ferrets have more pancreas per pound than 

any other mammal.  This is due to their digestive 

system has a short transit time and the food must 

digest quickly so the theory is that the carbohy-

drates in the kibble of the ferret foods forces them 

to digest complex sugars that they wouldn’t nor-

mally have to digest in the wild.  This may result in 

growths in the pancreas- in theory.   
 

Adrenal tumors:  These growths can be either pro-

liferative lesions, hyperplasia, adenoma or carcino-

mas.  They all look the same so a biopsy needs to 

be sent.  Surgery is the optimal treatment,  if this 

isn’t possible medical treatments Include Lupron.  

Melatonin is another medical treatment that is being 

looked at, it is not a cure, but using it probably won’t 

cause any damage. The adrenal disease is usually 

producing too much estrogens.  Due to the excess 

estrogens the male ferret’s prostate lining becomes 

keratinized (squamous) and there is a secondary 

inflammatory response, the prostate grows and be-

comes cystic and blocks the urethra.  Male ferrets 

who can’t pee or strain to pee, or have a urine infection or prostate infection should be closely looked at for adrenal 

disease.  Skin changes seen in adrenal disease are bruises, red patches that come and go and telanctasias- like 

spider veins. 
 

Malignant lymphoma:  This is the most common malignant tumor in ferrets, a biopsy is needed to accurately diag-

nose.  In the juvenile form you will see a mass in the check, spleen, or liver and the ferret will die within a few weeks 

of the presenting symptoms.  In older ferrets (2-7yrs) you can see a lympocytic form that presents are very large 

lymph nodes.  Another form is Immunoblastic polymorphous,  it is rare, but may have a viral origin. 
 

Dr. Stevenson did a lecture on Aleutian Disease Virus (ADV) in ferrets.  She is doing research at the University of 

Georgia.  ADV is a virus that is a mutated for of the Mink Aleutian’s Disease.  It has variable symptoms and affects 

the immune system.  On biopsy of the intestine, stomach and other organs there are many lymphoplasmocytes  infil-

trates.  This can be read as Inflammatory Bowel Disease if ADV diagnosis is not known.   
 

If you have not tested your ferret for AD, Avecon sells a home test. Or you can send in the saliva or blood for them to 

test for about $12-15 per test.  For more information visit their web site at www.avecon.com  or http://www.avecon.

com/advabelisa.html  blood can also be sent to United lab, requiring overnight delivery, the cost is $10 per test, and 

for more information call 1-800-283-6465. 

Hit A Home Run Every Time You 
Shop! 

 
Major league baseball teams buy 182 pounds of spe-
cial baseball rubbing mud each year from a farmer in 
Millsboro, Delaware.  Think of how much money you 
could raise if each pound of mud were a home run and 
every time you shop at www.iGive.com/MetroFerret, 
you'd be hitting a home run for the shelters and ferrets 
that Metro Ferret helps..  At iGive.com, membership is 
free and up to 25% of every purchase is donated to 
Metro Ferret’s 501© 3 charity! So hurry up and visit the 
Mall at iGive.com, where you can shop 240+ stores for 
all your favorite sporting goods at TheSportsAuthority.
com, Oshman’s, and FogDog.com, and other stuff—
like movies, CDs, flowers, computers, clothes, and 
toys! 
 
You can also help support the ferrets by shopping 
through the Metro Ferret web site at www.
metroferret.com and click on “Metro Shopping”. 
There are lots of stores listed for your shopping enjoy-
ment.  By shopping at the Mall at iGive.com, which has 
over 250 stores to choose from, or directly at the icons 
for The Ferret Store, Barnes and Nobles, Office Max, 
Cat Toys.com and Metro Ferret will receive a percent 
of that purchase.   
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(Continued from page 2) 
diet, but as treats, so the ferret can learn to accept meat foods, and not be stuck on one kind of kibble.  Bob feeds his ferrets whole 
chicken, boiled and the larger bones he hammers and breaks up some.  They also get boiled and rehydrated pigs ears to help with 
their need to chew.     
 
Bob also gave a talk on the domestication of ferrets.  He found that they have been domesticated for over 2000 years, they proba-
bly first came to the United States in the 1800’s.  The closest relatives are the polecats in Europe and black-footed ferret in North 
America.  Ferrets were used for hunting, and became illegal in some states because of poaching.  Economic and politics played a 
big role in their negative images.  There has been no evidence that they are actually able to become feral. In California, as Fish 
and Game wants everyone to believe.  In fact, the only feral colonies are in New Zealand where 1000’s were intentially released. 
 
Some special speakers were Randy Belair, founder of the Ferret Aid Society in Canada.  She spoke about a rescue in her area and 
the problems with prosecuting for abuse.  She mentioned that if animal abuse is suspected and a rescue is 
in order that you need to document clearly the rescue.  Digital pictures are not sub-
missable in courts.  You have to  
make sure the ASPCA or local agency governing animal abuse is involved, and that 
legal steps are taken, like getting a search warrant.  Being active in your state to get 
animal abuse laws passed and enforced. 
 
Judy Gronwold have a moving talk about her own personal experience with ADV, 
and why it is important to educate  
ferret owners, vets, and to test.  ADV has been around for over 40 years, yet there is 
little known about it, little money for research or information about treatment.  She 
has a website dedicated to her ferret, White Russian, who is positive for ADV, and is 
very proactive on ADV research and education.   http://www.geocities.com/
russiansmom/index.html 
 
Rebecca Stout aka “Wolfy” did a wonderful slide presentation about ferrets and spe-
cial needs children.  She has an autistic son who responded amazingly well to her fer-
rets, and she brings the ferrets into the school for a kind of pet therapy. She has a 
great web site at http://www.geocities.com/wolfysluv/adv-straight.html 
 
Julie Fossa of West Central Ohio Ferret Rescue spoke about caring for sick ferrets.  
She mentioned feeding techniques, different ways to keep the ferret warm, and secure 
after surgery, or when ill.  Different syringes and ways to feed a ferret who is ill.   
 
Troy Lynn Eckart from Ferret Family Services, received a special achievement award for her work in sheltering and 
large scale rescues.  Most recently she organized and help fund the Utah ferret rescue, where over 150 ferrets were 
taken from a woman who had a “shelter” in a condominium where ferrets were kept in cages that were stacked and piled so only 
walking room was left.   Troy spoke about time management and organizing rescues, or even how to run your own home to have 
enough time to do what is needed without major stress.  She spoke about using time wisely, how to avoid stress, and a time equa-
tion to help organize your time. She also gave a nice handout on feeding sick ferrets, and some good recipes for the sick ferret. 
 
Alicia Drakiotes, of Ferret Wise Rescue and Rehabilitation Shelter in New Hampshire spoke about her efforts to raise the mini-
mum age that ferrets are allowed to be sold at to 8weeks.  She was successful and this was passed as a law in the state of New 
Hampshire.  Hopefully other states will follow suit, currently there is a proposal to increase the age to 12 weeks in Maryland .  
Alicia hopes that this will decrease the number of kits that are in pet stores at too young an age,  she has seen ferrets at 4 weeks 
old whose eyes were just opening, and can’t possibly eat kibble yet, with prolapsed rectums and other health problems 
 
CJ Jones was a special guest speaker, she runs the 24 carat ferret  Rescue and Rescue in Las Vegas.  She spoke about the prob-
lems she faces with ferrets being illegal in California, when the ferrets are seized many times she is the one that goes to pick them 
up so they won’t be euthanized.   
 
The final speaker was Jeanne Carley.  She is well known for her stunning photography work with ferrets.  She puts out a calender 
yearly with amazing pictures, and you can see her work through her store The Ferret Company.  This year her calendars will not 
be sold in regular stores, but if you are interested in one for a gift or for yourself let us know and we can order them for Metro 
Ferret. Jeanne and her father co-founded Californians for Ferret Legalization (CFL) to fight California’s ban on ferret ownership.  

(Continued on page 8) 

Kristeen and Wolfy say ‘Cheese’ 



Family Fun Day at Lord Sterling Park, Basking Ridge NJ, 
March 2002: 

 
Metro Ferret was invited to have an 
information table at this year’s Fam-
ily Fun day at the Lord Sterling Sta-
ble. The weather was cold and rainy, 
but a whole bunch of us showed up. 
Since the weather was not so great, 
neither was the turnout. So we were 
our own best customers, eating 
cookies, and lollipops. It was great 
for us to meet some of the new club 
members. Despite the weather, we 
all had loads of fun. We hope to see 
you all at next year’s event, and we 
will all hope for better weather! 
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It is amazing how idiotic Fish and Game has been about ferret legalization, spouting problems like wildlife and even 

cows would be endangered if ferrets escaped and became feral-  Hmm, I don’t know about your ferrets but mine 

would be a pretty low risk to farm animals.  How the ferrets would be hunting the water fowl, well considering wild 

mink, and weasels are already rampant in California, I think they have an edge over our little buddies. 
 

Well, it is amazing to have seen Jeanne’s dedication and her presentation, and to see her father right at her side was 

touching. Her photographs were stirring and her speech was full of fact and tore apart the Fish and Game’s allega-

tions and basically debunked their reasons for wanting Ferrets illegal.  Despite this, Jeanne and her group have their 

work cut out for them, Fish and Game has state funding and backing, and plenty of time to fight Jeanne.  IF you are 

interested in her work, and the milestones she has overcome go to their website http://www.ferretnews.org/ 
 

Check out the cool t-shirts, and for more ferret cards, products, and pictures check out The Ferret Company at www.

ferretcompany.com. Jeanne also got a special achievement award for her work in Legalization efforts for ferrets in 

California. 
 

Christopher Bennet was presented with an award for the creation of the Ferret Health List, a great list on the Yahoo 

groups for getting ferret health advice and information.  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Ferret-Health-list/ 
 

Bill Gruber was the moderator, who is know as BIG from the Ferret Mailing List (FML).  This is a daily digest that is 

moderated by Bill.  You can subscribe by sending an e-mail to ferret-request@cunyvm.cuny.edu leave the subject 

line blank and put in the body.  Subscribe Ferret <your first name> <your last name>. 



HELP NEEDY ANIMALS! 
Make a contribution each month to:  METRO FERRET  #2043 

 

Specify the amount below and it will be billed each month to your MasterCard® or Visa®.  
As little as $5.00 helps save more animals.  

Please Choose:   □ Monthly Contribution  □ One-Time Contribution ($25 or more) 

Contribution: □ $5.00  □ $10.00  □ $25.00  □ $50.00  □ Other $__________ 

Card #  □□□□-□□□□-□□□□-□□□□ 

Exp:___/___ Print Name:_________________________ Phone: (_____) ______-_________ 

Address: ______________________City:________________ State: ____ Zip: _______ 
Signature:______________________ Date:________ Email:______________________ 

To discontinue or change your donation, please write, e-mail, or call:  AnimalSafe@msn.com or (800) 545-5885 
 

Visit www.AnimalSafe.org for more information about AnimalSafe Inc. 
 

Mail This Form To: 
AnimalSafe, 22552 Jameson Drive, Calabasas, CA  91302-5852 
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It seems that there are never enough room for all the ferrets that need homes.  Sadly, with the closing of 
KiSta there is one less place for homeless, abandoned, and mistreated ferrets to go.  
 
Metropolitan NY/NJ Ferret Welfare Society, Inc. is a Federal 501c (3) Non-Profit Organization that helps to 
support locally run no-kill ferret shelters in New York and New Jersey.  We alone have fostered, adopted, 
and placed over 30 ferrets this year that were from local humane societies, surrenders, and emergency 
pick ups. The shelters that are open are too often full and closed to new surrenders, and since most ferrets 
rescued or surrendered are older, or ill they need expensive veterinary care.  These shelters are privately 
owned, and run from the home of the shelter owner.  These owners quickly become overworked, and 
weary.  The vet bills alone quickly rise into the thousands.   Please help by volunteering at a local shelter, 
donating supplies, or money. 

 
If you are in Northern New Jersey or New York, and want to adopt or foster a ferret, You 

can contact Patty from Metro Ferret at 908.851.9262, or complete  
an adoption application at the website,  

www.metroferret.com 

Animal Shelters Full to Capacity in  
New Jersey and New York 



Tentative Schedule of Events 
 
 

October 26. 2002:  Ferret Show, Parsippany Elks Club:  For addi-
tional information, please contact patty@metroferret.com. 

 September 22-October 22, 2002:  Metro Ferret Members will be 
selling Yankee Candles to help raise funds for the shelters. This is 
our second year, and the first year was oh so successful!  For more 

information, please contact kristeen@metroferret.com.  

September 22, 2002: Homeless Pet Awareness Day: Verona Park, 
Verona, NJ.  Metro Ferret will be there! 

 

Please check our website for current event listings, at http://www.
metroferret.com/events.htm 

 
 

Metro Ferret 
1091 Sunnyview Road 
Mountainside NJ 07092 

TO: 


