
What’s New at Metro Ferret? 

Metro Ferret Quarterly 

It is the end to another great year for Metro Ferret. Not only has our club grown in mem-
bers, has many great volunteers, foster homes, and support but also we have rescued 

over 30 ferrets this past year!  However, this success has not been without setbacks.  One 
of our members loss ferrets from distemper from a rescue. Please read about distemper 

and what you can do to prevent this fatal disease in this newsletter.  Also, we have stepped 
up our policy on testing all surrenders/rescues for ADV and  have come across over 10 
cases of ADV in the past few months.  You can also read more about ADV in this issue. 

 
We are very happy to welcome new club members to our group!  We are planning a meet-
ing for members on Feb. 1st; more details are on the back of this issue. Please remember, 

if you need us for anything, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 

Metro Ferret Quarterly Issue #6                                January 2003                                                     Page 1 
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Issue #6. January 2003 

Do you have a topic that you would like to see in our newsletter? 
Do you have an article or a poem that you would like to submit? 

Please contact us by sending us an e-mail with your hi-resolution photo and 
plain text attachment to editor@metroferret.com.  

We will be happy to consider your submission or suggestions!  

A note about this Newsletter: Metro Ferret accepts articles from many different sources for this newsletter. The views expressed within are not necessarily those 
of Metro Ferret. Every attempt is made to provide accurate information, but Metro Ferret cannot be held liable for errors or omissions. 

• Thanks to the members that foster, we had over 30 rescues this year! Thanks to Gail for put-
ting metro ferret on petfinder.com and scalesandtails.org 

• Participated in the homeless pet awareness day  
• Had a very successful Yankee candle fundraiser, thanks to Kristeen for organizing it. 
• Attended Octoberfest at the Parsippany Elks club, a fun ferret show hosted by Concerned 

Ferret Owners (Kristeen was on TV!) 
• Did the Santa Claws promotion at the PETsMART on Dec. 14th and 15th for a very successful 

fundraiser.  Thanks to Larry and Jack for playing Santa 
• Kristeen,  Patty and Jo  have been making hammocks to sell.  Jo donated a record breaking 

number of hammocks to shelters and sold many sets and hammocks to help raise money for 
the club. 

• Donated over $700 of supplies to local shelters in NJ/NY as a Holiday donation from Metro Fer-
ret, and many thanks to Tracy for organizing it. 

Metro Ferret’s Accomplishments for 2002 



Aleutian Disease Virus has been around for 40 years, first reported on Mink farms.  Research showed it to be a parvovirus.  
When it started to show up in the pet ferret it was most likely from their contact with minks since many mink farmers also kept 
ferrets to breed and sell.  The initial years the ferrets did get the mink form of ADV but didn’t get sick from it, with time the virus 
was able to mutate and become infectious to ferrets as well, a new strain, called ADV-F was found and this is the one that is 
threatening the health and well being of our ferrets.  It seems the virus is found in clusters, first Texas and NJ.  The strain in 
Texas seemed very virulent, able to cause disease.  It was found in one shelter, and by the time it was recognized all the ferrets in 
the shelter were infected and many were ill.  The strain in the NJ area, seemed less virulent, and many people have reported ADV 
positive and negative ferrets in the same home. However, with time even these ferrets may get ill, the problem is that we can tell 
which ferret was exposed to ADV and producing antibodies, but more sophisticated testing is needed to see who is infected and 
even who is shedding the virus and able to infect other ferrets.  A ferret may shed the virus and infect another ferret, yet look and 

act healthy.  Some blood tests that can tell if the ferret is 
infected is getting a gamma globulin level, these levels 
are very high in infected ferrets because the virus causes 
the body to produce too many globulins, causing prob-
lems.  The virus can also cause problems in many organs.  
It will look like inflammatory bowel disease, or infiltrates 
may be found in the liver, spleen, and kidneys. As the 
disease progresses, you may see diarrhea, wasting, cough 
or hind end weakness.  Not every ferret will get ill, not 
every ferret will show all the signs.  Also, the ferret may 
be ill with adrenal disease or insulinoma and have ADV.  
This is important to know because some ferrets with 
ADV have trouble clotting their blood and surgery may 
be risky.   
 
Who can be infected? We just don’t know, as this disease 
spreads it will continue to move to other areas.  There 
have been cases in NJ, PA, MD, NY, CT and NH.  It will 
only continue to spread from there. 
 
A ferret can look fine, and be infected or exposed.  The 
virus can definitely be spread through saliva, urine and 
feces, (sharing food dishes, water bowls, and litter 
boxes), as well as from an infected jill to her kits.  We 
need to find out if it is also airborne.  So if you don’t test 
you don’t know.   
 

Shelters, pet stores and breeders will play an important role in the spread of this disease. If they aren’t testing, and you 
Aren’t testing, the ferret will then be able to expose more ferrets and so on and so on.  Many of the cases we see in NJ are coming 
from pet store bought kits.  We also know many shelters don’t test.  We know many vets never heard of this disease and many 
ferret owners don’t know what it is.  You don’t have to be doing rescue, or going to ferret shows to see this illness. 
Metro Ferret started testing rescues last year, this year we have had 10 ferrets test positive for ADV.  We cannot emphasize the 
importance of testing, educating vets, shelters, pet stores and ferret owners to be aware and to test.  Those who test positive 
should not be taken to shows, or play groups with other ferrets and the vet and owner should be educated on what is ADV and 
what to do if the ferret is ill.  There is an ADV positive shelter in NJ, Fuzzed North.  Fuzzed has over 50 ferrets and little space 
for new surrenders. So, in no time there will be a real crisis on hand and with lack of homes and safe places for ADV positive 
ferrets that are surrendered or unwanted.  IF you haven’t had your ferrets tested for ADV the most reliable test 
is the blood test by United, the vet can draw the sample and you can send it in. The cost is $10 per ferret plus the cost 
of the blood draw and shipping overnight.  United Vaccines, Inc, Attention Customer Service, 2826 Latham Dr., Madison WI.  
53713  call 1-800-283-6465  Avecon offers a home saliva test, that we have found to be a good screening test, 
and we do recommend the back up united test to confirm any positives. However, if you don’t do the test right, or the ferret 
ate within an hour of testing it is very unreliable.  It costs about $15 per test.  Avecon also has a send in saliva test that is more 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Aleutian’s disease virus (ADV)  
And our Ferrets 

Pudge says ‘ADV Positive? What do you mean? I feel fine!’ 



In such a short time, this stately, fuzzie faced and ¾ naked old man came to touch the hearts and lives of so 
many. Mr. Bones had been found in a parking garage in NYC. Caryl made the arrangements to get him from 
the person who had found him. Bones got his name because he was so thin and ¾ naked, making him look 
like skin and bones. (His advanced adrenal condition, made him look like he had a bad poodle cut!) 

I remember reading the emails going back and forth about his rescue, and his obvious sad condition. Think-
ing of what he might have gone through, reminded me so much of my Old Soul, that I started wondering, 
maybe he could come to live with us. 

And he did. Shortly after receiving wonderful rescue care and lots of love from Caryl, Mr. B came to live with 
us in Carmel. From the moment he arrived, he never stopped talking! He was the biggest chatterbox we had 
ever experienced. When he came out to play several times a day, he would talk constantly, and the more 
you talked to him the louder he got. It soon became obvious to us that he was looking for someone or some-
thing. Mr. B had obviously been someone's pet. His neck still wore the impression of a collar, most likely a 
collar he had worn for a very long time.  We would never know if Mr. B was looking for a human or a cage 
mate or a familiar place. It took a while, but he finally seemed to settle in, making friends with Jessie James 
and LB two of my other recent rescues.  

After several weeks of building him up, Mr. B was 
scheduled for his adrenal surgery. He had started 
'marking' anything that didn't move, and even 
those that did! My vet felt that surgery was the 
only real options since his adrenal was so far ad-
vanced that we weren't sure the Lupron would 
work. On Friday, 11/15 I dropped off Mr. B for the 
surgery. Around 1:00PM Dr. Randell called to say 
Mr. B was in recovery. It turned out to be a double 
adrenal operation. (Plus he found a small nodule 
on his pancreas) The left adrenal came out easy, 
but the right one had invaded the Vena Cava and 
was much more difficult to remove. All I could do 
was pray. About 2:00PM Dr. Randell called to say 
that Mr. Bones had died. He asked if he could do 
a post mortem to which I agreed. It's the only way 
to learn what's going on with these little guys. 
Turns out Mr. Bones had developed heart disease 
and may have had a heart attack or developed a 
blood clot from the surgery. Whatever the reason, 
he was gone and we were sad. 

We will never forget Mr. Bones and consider our-
selves blessed to have had him with us, if even for 
such a short time. I picture him, at Rainbow Bridge 
in his new fur coat talking up a storm with all the 
other little angels! 

Maggie  
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• Metro is pleased to announce we are now sponsor-
ing Fuzztek North and South. Fuzztek South is run 
by Anne Ryan, and has about 25 ferrets looking for 
homes. The ferrets are ADV tested and up to date 
on distemper shots.  For more info Contact Anne at 
ducklite@aol.com and Fuzztek North is run by 
Yvonne DeCarlo who only has sick or unadoptable 
ferrets with ADV.  She has about 53 ferrets currently 
in her shelter.  Contact Yvonne at fuzztek@aol.com 

 
• A reminder that membership renewals are done 

every two years, anyone who joined in 2001 is due 
for renewal this year. If you are not sure when you 
joined, an 01 after your name on the address label 
will identify you as being due for renewal.  The re-
newal fee is $25 and you can send a check made 
out to Metro Ferret, the address is on the front label.  
You can also pay via paypal at www.paypal.com and 
our Payee address is admin@metroferret.com 

 
• I would like to dedicate this newsletter in memory of 

Clyde, Bear and Snowy who died from distemper.  
Mandy from adrenal disease, Rocky who was a res-
cue that died from lymphosarcoma.  Mr. Bones who 
died from adrenal disease.  Wheezer a foster who 
died from cancer.  Lola, a MertroFerret foster who 
died of complications from insulnomia and inflam-
matory bowel disease. Snowflake, a rescue/foster. 

Announcements ! 

The Story Of  Mr. Bones: 
(AKA: Mr. B, Mr. Itchy Bones and the chatterbox boy.)  

by Maggie Ciarcia 



My Journey to Ireland 
by Jo Mannix 
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while we were out, I didn't care for it at all, and he 
realized that, he respected my feelings and removed 
the ties. Then the polie went and banged a rabbit in a 
hole, and came out full of rabbit fur from head to tail 
5 hrs later, so point was made on why they did it. I 
thought we had lost the little one, she was happy safe 
and with a full belly and certainly not wanting to hunt 
anymore that day. I had a good laugh with that little 
girl and she had a good bath. I also got to watch the 
polecats eat their catch, wow, incredible! They sure 
do no how to make sure no one takes it away. While I 
was in Ireland a neighbor had been out hunting duck 
and brought some over to feed to the polecats where I 
was staying, let’s just say they were not hungry the 
rest of the day and slept very well that night. While 
we were out hunting, there was also a hare caught by 
the dog, Polecats can NOT catch hare, the hare has 
great strength in their legs and will hurt or kill a pole-
cat, but that doesn't mean they can't enjoy eating it 
that night, and they did. 
 
The polecats in Ireland are mostly raised on raw 
meats and carcass. One of the wonderful things about 
Ireland there is no disease, no distemper and no ra-
bies, if the US was only that lucky. 
 
I did bring home a new friend with me, his name is 
Malin, his name comes from the northerly part of Ire-

land right 
before 
American 
waters, 
another 
gorgeous 
place.  Be-
fore I left 
Ireland     
I took  
Malin to 
the vet. 
His age 

was estimated at 9 months old. He weighs 4 1/2 lbs 
and all muscle, he is on all raw meats and carcass and 
is the most handsome well-behaved young man. He 
made his début at the Metro Christmas party thrown 
by Gail and Larry, and was a perfect gentleman! He 
gave lots of kisses and can’t wait to go for another 
visit.  I can't wait to return to Ireland in the spring. 

I had the opportunity to take a trip to Ireland this past Novem-
ber. I stayed in Donegal, in the UK; there were lots of sites to 
see and places to visit, not to mention lots of great places to 
shop. While I was out there, I wanted to be able to see how 
they used Polecats to hunt for rabbit, some might think it is 
cruel, none of which I found in my experience there. Rabbits 
are also a problem because there is an overpopulation of 
them. 
 
Hunting check list: Collars with beepers and remote, Nets 
and stakes, Squeaky toys, Twine, bags. 
 
You have to be dressed for the weather, and wear rubber 
boots, if you only knew the "things" I stepped in. I thought I 
was slopping in mud, I made a comment, “wow there is a lot 
of mud piles out here”.  Well I was informed of what the mud 
piles were, not anything you want to track through the house 
that's for sure. The way the polecats are prepared for an out-
ing, their food is withheld the night before, they always have 
water, lots of warmth and love, early in the morning, yes very 
early, they are brought to the great outdoors ready to catch 
their meal. The guy who took me hunting was a wonderful 
person, he took his time to show me the right way to do it so 
that no animal was lost or harmed, we checked out each of the 
rabbit holes before we would begin to make sure it was safe, 
then you have to check and see where the holes lead, where 
there is a beginning there is an end, and sometimes even holes 
leading in other directions. So you net as many of the con-
necting holes as possible. The net helps in 2 ways, the idea is 
not to have the polecat catch the rabbit and kill it, reason be-
ing, the polie will stay in the hole and eat it and the go to 
sleep for hours or even the rest of the day. So the nets first 
purpose is the polecat runs in, scares the rabbit out the other 
end and the net catches the rabbit.  The other purpose for the 
net and most important, the polie has little chance of getting 
out one end while you are looking for him at the other. No 
polecat that we brought hunting weighed over 3 lb.(they were 
jills) or they would get stuck in the hole.  The beeper remotes 
work great, it can get scary though, when the rabbit hole leads 
under the ground where you least expect it, then you activate 
the collar to find your little beastie. Now you have to dig for 
her, so you have to be careful not to hit the little one with the 
shovel. What some people do out there to keep the polecats 
from banging (killing) the rabbit in the hole, is they tie their 
teeth a certain way with thin twine, is this cruel? yes in a way 
it is to most of us, but if the animals are hunters and this keeps 
them from killing the rabbit and living off that said rabbit in a 
hole for up to a day, then maybe in a way it is in the best in-
terest of the polecat. One of the polies front teeth were tied 

Malin has a swim in his new country! 



This year has been one of growth and learning.  It is never easy to do rescue, each and every ferret that comes 
in touches your heart.  It is easy to forget the possible risks that rescuing can pose to your own ferrets.  This 
summer I got a call from the local humane society.  I went over and saw 4 ferrets needing a home. They had 
been there for 2 months and came in with varying stories. No medical information was available, but one was 
bald and in need of veterinary care.  I took the first two home and had my vet give them distemper shots, went 
back for the last 2, who were cage mates.  They went right to the vet for shots; the one that was bald had blood 
tests and aspiration done of a very large lymph node. I could not have done this rescue without the help of a 
friend who would be fostering this sick ferret.  I went right to her home and dropped the ferret off, taking the cage 
mate back to my home.  About 1 month later I got a call from my friend that her ferrets were ill, it looked like dis-
temper.  I have heard of distemper, and knew about the vaccines for it, but never thought it was something real.  
I checked my guys, and sure enough the cage mate for the sick one had early signs of distemper. I quickly called 
a ferret knowledgeable vet and made the decision to put the ferret down for diagnostic reasons. I then took all my 
ferrets for distemper shots, even those already done for the year, or not due for a few months, they all got the 
shot just to be on the safe side.  My friend and I then went through a very long, devastating time where we had to 
wait and see who would get sick and hope and pray it would be over soon.  We also were worried about our fer-
ret friends, who did we expose, where did we contact this virus in the first place?  Some questions will never be 
answered.  I am thankful for the support of my friends at Metro Ferret and for the club’s support as well. 
 
I hope no one else ever has to go through what I did.  The most important thing is making sure your ferret is up 
to date on the distemper shot. Ferret less than 3 months old need a series of shots.  Those with no shot history 
need 2 shots, then one a year.  There are two currently approved vaccines for ferrets.  Fervac D and Merial’s 
Purevax. Both have some chance of a severe allergic reaction, more so with the Fervac D since it has been 
around longer.  Therefore, plan on staying at the vet office for at least ½  hour after the shot is given to monitor 
for any reactions. 
 
Canine distemper is a virus that is 100% fatal to ferrets.  It is also found in raccoons, skunks and of course, in 
domestic dogs.  The virus can be airborne, and spread from infected animal, to person, to ferret. It can last for 8 
hours on surfaces, so if you walk through an area where an infected animal had been, you can by theory pick up 
the virus on your clothes and spread it to your pet ferret. Although, the most likely scenario is direct animal to ani-
mal contact.  Once the ferret has contact with the virus it can take anywhere from 12-45 days to see the disease.  
The longer periods are seen when the virus is contacted from the wild type virusl, verses the shorter periods 
when a strain more susceptible to ferrets is contacted. The virus can be found anywhere.  If the ferret is unvacci-
nated the chances are much higher that the ferret will get the disease, and bring it home. By the time the ferret 

looks ill he has shed the virus and others can become infected.  The 
initial periods of the infection the ferret may be having signs of a cold, 
sneezing, watery eyes, and sometimes a fever.  This can then seem to 
get better for a few days only to progress to the more classic signs of 
distemper, rash which usually starts on the chin and spreads down-
ward, thick eye discharge, crusting of the eyes, nose and crusting 
around the chin, anus and lesions on the body. The paw pads become 
thickened and then look yellowed and crusted as well. The disease is 
not treatable, and will progress to seizures / pneumonia and death in 
99% of the ferrets, those that do survive are left neurologically im-
paired and can still shed the virus and spread the disease. If you take 
in a new ferret, especially one without vaccines, exposed to other ani-
mals, or ferrets or of unknown background, it is important to quarantine 
that ferret for 2-3 weeks until vet check and at distemper vaccine is 
competed and the animal is free from any signs of illness. To further 
protect your ferrets make sure they are all up to date on their shots, 
and those too old, or ill for vaccines should not be exposed to other 
ferrets, or go to ferret shows.   If you want to read more about distem-
per go to http://www.afip.org/ferrets/ferret.path.html and http://www.
miamiferret.org/fhc/distemper.htm 
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Medical  Corner: Canine Distemper 
By Patricia Kaczorowski 

Remember to get those  
vaccinations today, and every year! 



It seems that there are never enough room for all the ferrets that need homes.  Sadly, with the closing of 
KiSta there is one less place for homeless, abandoned, and mistreated ferrets to go. 
 
Metropolitan NY/NJ Ferret Welfare Society, Inc. is a Federal 501c (3) Non-Profit Organization that helps to 
support locally run no-kill ferret shelters in New York and New Jersey.  We alone have fostered, adopted, 
and placed over 30 ferrets this year that were from local humane societies, surrenders, and emergency 
pick ups. The shelters that are open are too often full and closed to new surrenders, and since most ferrets 
rescued or surrendered are older, or ill they need expensive veterinary care.  These shelters are privately 
owned, and run from the home of the shelter owner.  These owners quickly become overworked, and 
weary.  The vet bills alone quickly rise into the thousands.   Please help by volunteering at a local shelter, 
donating supplies, or money. 

 
If you are in Northern New Jersey or New York, and want to adopt or foster a ferret, You 

can contact Patty from Metro Ferret at 908.851.9262, or complete  
an adoption application at the website,  

Shopping at the Mall 
 

If you hate the crowds, the long lines and 
going out shopping, why not shop on line at 
the mall at Metro Ferret? Metro has added 
many new affiliates allowing you to shop at 
home at great places like target, Wal-Mart, 

Etoys, Barnes and Nobles, Jeffers, The Fer-
ret Store. If you click through the metro fer-
ret link, metro will get a percent of your pur-
chases costing you nothing extra!  IF you 
don’t find a store through the links check 

out iGive and look at the mall there.  Imag-
ine, shopping from the comfort  of your 

home and raising money for Metro Ferret! 
 

If you go through the Metro Ferret web site 
at www.metroferret.com and click on “no 
cost donations” By shopping at the Mall at 
iGive.com, which has over 250 stores to 

choose from, or directly at the icons for The 
Ferret Store, Barnes and Nobles, Office 
Max, Cat Toys.com and Metro Ferret will 

receive a percent of that purchase.   
Remember, www.iGive.com/MetroFerret. 
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(Continued from page 2) 
reliable and a send in blood test.  You can find out more from 
their web site at www.avecon.com or call 1-800-249-5875.  If 
you have any risk of exposure or a ferret with illness suspected 
to be ADV, a second test is needed in a month or so of the first 
test because the ferret may not produce the antibodies needed to 
test positive early on in the infection, sometimes they produce 
the antibodies, stop for a little and start again giving a positive 
test, weak negative or negative test and then positive again, it 
will stay positive about a year after initial infection.  Even 
though the test is not perfect, it is all we have to help identify 
the ferrets who have been exposed and educate the owners and 
pet stores, shelters to make sure that ferret is not exposed to 
other ferrets. Also, it does help to track back where the ferret 
was exposed and try to get to the source.  Much more research 
is needed to help find a treatment for this disease, more reliable 
testing, and stopping the spread of the disease. 
 
If you have any questions on ADV testing or want information 
for your vet or for yourself feel free to contact me at 
patty@metroferret.org . Judy Gronwold has a web site about 
ADV dedicated to her ferret, White Russian, who is positive for 
ADV. Judy is very proactive on ADV research and education.   
http://www.geocities.com/russiansmom/index.html. There is a 
yahoo group called ADV ferret, the archives and files section 
has good information on ADV.  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
advferret/  The Ferret Health List is a great place to ask medical 
questions about ADV.  You can join  http://www.smartgroups.
com/groups/ferrethealth  

ADV and Our ferrets 

Animal Shelters Full to Capacity in  
New Jersey and New York 



HELP NEEDY ANIMALS! 
Make a contribution each month to:  METRO FERRET  #2043 

 

Specify the amount below and it will be billed each month to your MasterCard® or Visa®.  
As little as $5.00 helps save more animals.  

Please Choose:   □ Monthly Contribution  □ One-Time Contribution ($25 or more) 

Contribution: □ $5.00  □ $10.00  □ $25.00  □ $50.00  □ Other $__________ 

Card #  □□□□-□□□□-□□□□-□□□□ 

Exp:___/___ Print Name:_________________________ Phone: (_____) ______-_________ 

Address: ______________________City:________________ State: ____ Zip: _______ 
Signature:______________________ Date:________ Email:______________________ 

To discontinue or change your donation, please write, e-mail, or call:  AnimalSafe@msn.com or (800) 545-5885 
 

Visit www.AnimalSafe.org for more information about AnimalSafe Inc. 
 

Mail This Form To: 
AnimalSafe, 22552 Jameson Drive, Calabasas, CA  91302-5852 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 2002!  METRO FERRET DELIVERS  
HAPPINESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!  

 
As an organization, 2002 has been our most successfully year yet! 

Thanks to the effort of our members, we are able to deliver  
special donations to 6 of the ferret shelters in our area  

for the holiday season! 
 

Yankee Candle sales, New Members, and hard creative efforts are 
to thank for this. Without the combined efforts of our members, 
none of this would have been possible! Thanks to YOU, more 
than 200 ferrets will have a toy to play with, treats to eat, and 

plenty of chow and clean litter. Can’t you just hear the dooking! 
 

Happy Holidays to All! We hope that the coming years will be as 
bountiful as this one has! 



Tentative Schedule of Events 
 
 

NYC trip just for fun: Jan 5th, contact Kristeen@metroferret.org 

Warm Fuzzy Show, Leesport, PA on Jan. 25th, 2003.  For carpool information 
or directions contact patty@metroferret.org 

Metro Ferret meeting, Feb 1, 2003 at Lisa’s house, for directions and to RSVP 
contact Lisa at thndrsprincess@aol.com 

Scrapbooking with Metro Ferret, Sunday, February 23, 2003 at Kristeen’s.  
Bring 5-10 pictures of your ferrets and you will learn how to make a page – 

one that we hope you will let us add to the 2nd MetroFerret Scrapbook Album.   
If you can’t make it on the 23rd and would like to learn about scrapbooking, 

or just make a page of your ferrets for Metro’s album contact 
Kristeen@metroferret.org  

Please check our website for current event listings, at http://www.
metroferret.com/events.htm 

 
 

Metro Ferret 
1091 Sunnyview Road 
Mountainside NJ 07092 

TO: 


