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What’s New at Metro Ferret?

Well, there have been a lot of changes in the past few
months at Metro Ferret! First, our web site domain
name is now www.metroferret.com. Unfortunately,
we were not notified that the .org was about to expire,
and someone in China purchased it. He offered to sell it
back to us for $700.00 US, so we switched to a .com
for $20.00 instead. If you haven’t visited our site in a
while, give it a look-see! Also, any of the other e-mail
addresses for our group that used to be .org, have
been changed to .com, as well.

We have also had some organizational changes. Patty
Kaczorowski has stepped down as President of Metro
Ferret, and will pursue her rescue efforts with Scales
and Tails, a new New Jersey shelter run by Gail Elsey
and Meri Martin, also Metro Ferret members. We 
are not seeking a new President at this time, and the
day-to-day operations at Metro will continue to be run
as usual.

Caryl Rion has accepted the position of Vice President
of the New York Branch of Metro Ferret. Joining her in
the coordination efforts is Liz Harding, our new NY
Secretary. Caryl and Liz will be arranging events for
New York, and working with our NY members. 

Kristeen Kohrs, our NJ Vice President, is now also the
Metro Ferret liaison to the New Jersey Animal Welfare
Federation. Metro Ferret has joined the AWFNJ as a 
voting member, and will be participating in their events. 

Ela Heyn, our NJ Secretary, will be working with
Kristeen, and trying to help keep us organized.

Tracy Sumner has agreed to be our new Newsletter
Editor. We have a new e-mail address to submit articles
to for publication, editor@metroferret.com. Our
newsletter will be made available on our web site, and
on our newsgroup, as well as printed copies for those
who prefer them mailed.

We are happy to say, that Metro Ferret is going to
remain the same organization that it’s always been. 
We have a strong foundation, and we are going to be
getting back to our roots. We are a group with a no-kill
philosophy. We will continue to support the ferret shel-
ters in our area, and encourage programs of education
about the domestic ferret.  

Metro Ferret is currently running a ferret owner survey
on its web site (from 3/1/2003 until 4/15/2003). All ferret
owners in NY, NJ, PA, and DE are invited to participate.
This is one of the steps in developing an ADV education
program that you can read more about in this newslet-
ter. If you have not completed your survey, please do
so today! 

We thank you all for your continued support, and we
would like to welcome our new members to the group.
With your help, we will continue to be an asset to the
ferret community!

A note about this Newsletter: Metro Ferret accepts articles from many different sources for this newsletter. The views expressed within are not necessarily those of Metro Ferret.  
Every attempt is made to provide accurate information, but Metro Ferret cannot be held liable for errors or omissions.

Do you have a topic that you would like to see in our newsletter?

Do you have an article or a poem that you would like to submit?

Please contact us at 908.232.6237 or send an e-mail with your 

plain text attachment to editor@metroferret.com. 

We will be happy to consider your submission or suggestions!
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ADV: The Metro Ferret Way  by Tracy Colangelo

When the issue arose that several shelters outside of
our area were euthanizing ADV+ ferrets, Metro Ferret

was pushed to jump on board, and we encountered a
problem of ethics. Metro Ferret has always been a no-
kill rescue group, but we are not a shelter. To rescue a
ferret, with the intention of euthanising it, is not in our
mission statement or our beliefs. We reviewed our
Mission Statement: 

“We, the members of The Metropolitan NY/NJ Ferret
Welfare Society, Inc., are dedicated to educating the
general public about the proper care and ownership of
the Domestic Ferret, and, in a combined effort, to aid
and support the Ferret Shelters within our own commu-
nities. By introducing proper ferret care, and familiariz-
ing current and future ferret owners with the responsibil-
ity level needed to care for these wonderful domestic
pets, we hope to reduce the excessive occurrences 
of abandonment, neglect, and abuse that ferrets 
face today.”

Along these lines, our Board of Trustees agreed that we
should NOT adopt an underlying policy of euthanizing
ADV+ ferrets. We are a social organization, and we are
here for the ferrets and the ferret owners, whether or
not their ferrets are ADV+. In fact, several of our mem-
bers have ADV+ households, and we are happy to be
here to support them. We welcome all ferret owners
into our group, not just owners of ADV negative ferrets.

In keeping with our goals of education, we have begun
a program to educate the general public about
Aleutian’s Disease. This will be a large undertaking, but

along the way, we are hoping to develop a foster net-
work of ADV+ homes, that will give love and care to the
ADV+ ferrets in our shelter system. At the same time,
we want to embrace, not alienate, the owners of ADV+
ferrets. There is a place for them here, and they are
welcome at Metro Ferret.

Our first flyer was just published, and can be down-
loaded from our web site. This flyer is a general
overview for anyone, and for the ferret owner who is
going to test their ferrets, or have found out that their
ferrets are positive with this mysterious disease. Our
second flyer will contain methods to help educate the
public on how to prevent the spread of the disease.
Again, this is geared towards the ferret owner, and it
will not endorse euthanasia. In the near future, we will
be holding open meetings for ADV+ Ferret owners in
our area.

We are hoping to obtain a grant to further the program,
to include: Veterinary informational packets, education
days, seminars, and ADV+ Vaccination clinics. Our
efforts may succeed or fail, but at least we can say that
we made an attempt, and maybe we can save a few
lives along the way.

More information will be made available as the program
progresses. Help will be needed from as many people
as possible, to organize events and help with the 
education. If you are interested in volunteering to 
help us with this effort, please e-mail us at
admin@metroferret.com. Any help that you can 
offer would be greatly appreciated!

Buy a Toothbrush and Benefit Your Local Ferret Shelters!

Some dentists have suggested that a toothbrush be kept at least 6 feet (two meters) away from 
a toilet to keep airborne particles (resulting from the flush) from using your bristles as a landing pad.
Consider the millions, if not billions, of toothbrushes sitting in cabinets or little holders on bathroom
sinks all over the world right now! 

Think of how much money could go to Metro Ferret and the ferret shelters it helps to support, if 
supporters bought their toothbrushes and other hygiene and beauty essentials and cosmetics

at www.iGive.com/metroferret, where up to 25% every purchase is donated to Metro Ferret.
At iGive.com, membership is free! So hurry up and visit the Mall at iGive.com, where you
can shop at the over 240 merchants, like Drugstore.com, WebRx.com, Kiss My Face,
and Smashbox.com for all your favorite items.
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Member Highlight

Meet: Terr i  Totten

Age: 39 & counting down to the big one…

Where do you live: Salt Point, NY (it’s near Poughkeepsie!)

Spouse/significant other: Husband, Bill Gunn

Other pets: Can’t call them pets – but we feed all the local 
critters…squirrels, opossum, skunks, turkeys, birds, etc…

How did you “get in” to ferrets? 
My husband has always been a fan…I became allergic to my cats and had to find them new
homes…had just raised a baby squirrel & released it & was in mourning that I had no fur kids. 
On our anniversary, my husband came with a special gift…my first ferret! I called her “Annie” 
since she was my “anni”versary present. That was four years ago…

How many ferrets do you have? 
We currently have 5.

What is the funniest thing that has happened since you have had ferrets?
Every day since we got our first ferret has been filled with
laughter over their silly antics.

How did you find out about Metro Ferret?
While trying to find a home for 2 iguanas that we were fostering.
Came across Scalesandtails.org on a Yahoo message board.
Fell in love with every ferret on the site and finally broke down
to adopt one, and ended up with two! Caryl Rion, our Metro

Ferret Adoption contact, recommended joining the group.

When not catering to your ferret’s every whim, what do you do in your “free” time?
My husband and I are homebodies and like to work around the house. I like to garden. 
We both enjoy wildlife and have raised and released many orphaned critters. We also 
like to ice skate.

Is there anything that you would like to see happen within the group, or any ideas that you may have?
Can’t think of anything offhand. I’m sure I will as time goes on…

You can purchase authentic Metro Ferret Merchandise like this 

great baseball jersey at our on-line store! Visit our store at

www.cafepress.com/metroferret to see a great selection of items 

that include our great logo! So much to chose from, and you will help 

support Metro Ferret while getting top quality merchandise!

Terri and some of her crew!

Special Announcement For Metro Merchandise!!
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Life with ADV, from the Human’s Standpoint  by Liz Harding

On December 14th, it was determined by the
Avecon saliva test that one of my ferrets, Maxx,
was positive for ADV.  I sent a blood test to United
to confirm the results, and they also came back
positive on December 20th. What a way to 
celebrate Christmas.

The first thing that I started to do was begin the
grieving process, which I later found out is a very
natural step when finding out that one of your
babies turns up positive. The depression, the
anger, the frustration and the fear of having to 
face a combination of the known, the unknown
and the rumors was a lot to have to deal with. 
I then started to do as much
research as possible to find 
out what I was to expect during
his life. 

It was hard to find straight 
out answers to the most basic
questions. I was lucky enough
to encounter some wonderful
people on the Internet who
helped me out, not only with
advice, but also the emotional
support that I was in need of at
the time. And there was also
the added benefit of having
White Russian’s web site to
turn to. Knowing that Judy had to face the same
thing that I was facing certainly helped, and knowing
that the same information wasn’t available to her
at the time gave me strength. If she could cope,
without the information, then there was no way
that I could complain given that she had compiled
some of the best information I can find about ADV.
www.geocities.com/russiansmom 

Another slap in the face that I had to learn how to
deal with became apparent quite quickly. It seems
that when one of your ferrets is diagnosed with
ADV, you suddenly become a whole different 

person in some people’s eyes! I have never felt 
as alienated as I did when I made it known that
Maxx was positive. It seems like the only people
who really understood the feelings that I was 
having, were those that already had ADV+ ferrets
in their family. 

I stayed the same person that I have always been,
but all of a sudden, I was being treated very differ-
ent from the same people whom I had been friendly
with. I just found myself feeling very sorry for these
close-minded people. I pray that they won’t ever
have to know what it feels like when you are told
“Sorry, your ferret has ADV”. The pain that goes

straight through your heart is
inexpressible. Especially when
you start to learn more about
the disease. It’s as if you are
handed a tiny little death 
sentence when they hand 
you back your ferret.

But after that initial shock 
and mourning period begins 
to fade, you discover this over-
whelming anger that there isn’t
more being done to inform the
public of the dangers of the
disease. For the price of the
test, I don’t see why testing 

for ADV isn’t done as a part of a general annual
exam. But I guess until you have been directly
affected by ADV, you don’t have the same passion
as someone who has been. 

A person who has been forced to accept that their
ferret has had their short life span shortened even
further. And as each day passes, the fact that I am
now an ADV+ household changes nothing about
my love of my “fur-kids”. We are a family and if I
have to deal with issues due to the disease in the
future, then that is just going to be a part of life
with ferrets!

Little Maxx, the trouper!

“It seems that when your ferret is diagnosed with ADV, 

you suddenly become a whole different person...”
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Ferret Fun & Games! Courtesy of Lisa Williams
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Across

1. This should always be fresh
4. A terrible disease with no cure
5. They should be on these when outdoors
8. They like to run through these
10. Clean this every day
11. Read by ferret owners daily
12. Ferrets like to bite these

Down

2. A favorite treat
3. This should be done before you get a ferret
6. Most ferrets don’t like this
7. Our favorite pet
9. They like to play with these
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Warm Fuzzy Ferret Rescue

We would like to introduce you to Shirley and
Clarence Hertzog, operators of the Warm Fuzzy
Ferret Rescue, located in Fleetwood, PA. Like
many of us, Shirley and Clarence got their first 
ferret given to them because the owner was mov-
ing to a "no pet" apartment. Unfortunately, the fer-
ret died shortly afterward. It was like losing a baby,
so they got Misti, their second baby. They would
walk her all over the place and people would talk
them us about ferrets. Some of the people wanted
them, and some needed to find a home, so they
started their ferret shelter in the spring of 1985.

Shirley and Clarence do a lot of training to people
that adopt (and anyone that asks questions) so
that they know what they are getting into. Twice
each year, they have a Ferret Show of their own 
in Leesport, PA. The next one is on June 28, 2003,
and it’s always loads of fun. Warm Fuzzy created
and sells the only harness that is comfortable
enough that the ferret leaves it on, because it is
made in the dimensions of the male, female, and
“Big Boy” hob as well as custom sizes. 

Shirley and Clarence are familiar friendly faces as
most ferret shows in our area. They also attend
other pet expos, so that they can do more public
relations, with people that have little or no informa-
tion about ferrets. If you go to a show, stop by and
say hello! They always have lots of goodies to sell
at the shows, to help support their shelter.

On the average, Warm Fuzzy Ferret Rescue takes
in about a hundred ferrets a year. The most com-
mon problems are adrenal disease and shelter
shock. They use two different vets to perform the
needed surgeries. About the shelter shock, Shirley
states, “Since we started using the Totally Ferret's
Complete (made for shelters) we have not had a
single case of shelter shock and that is very
impressive to me.“ At the last ferret show, we
spoke to Clarence, and he was also raving about
the Totally Ferret Complete. It helps shelters to
wean ferrets raised on cat food to a better quality
of ferret food.

Shirley and Clarence are well known in
Pennsylvania by most of the vets, pet stores, 
and Humane Societies in four or five surrounding
counties. Their number of adoptable ferrets
changes almost daily. They do adoptions only to
people within a two hour radius, to ensure that any
ferrets that can’t be kept by the adopters, or have
other problems can be returned to them. 

Warm Fuzzy is usually well stocked with ferret
supplies, but they can always use paper towels,
and single ferret hammocks. Sponsors for adrenal
surgeries would be welcome, as well. Donations 
to help sponsor ferrets can be made to either of
Warm Fuzzy’s vets, just contact Shirley for the 
veterinary information.

If you are interested in adopting, donating, 
sponsoring a ferret, or attending the next Warm
Fuzzy Ferret Show, please contact Shirley or
Clarence at 610-926-9087, or send e-mail to
warmfuzzy@aol.com. Donations can be sent 
to their mailing address, as well: 

Warm Fuzzy Ferret Rescue
829 Maidencreek Road
Fleetwood, PA 19522

Shelter Spotlight

Shirley and Clarence show off their stuff!

Thank you Shirley and Clarence, for nearly 20 years 
of helping the ferrets! Continued success to you and 

the ferrets! We’re looking forward to the next 
Warm Fuzzy Ferret Show on June 28th! 
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Veterinary Corner: Todd Wolf, DVM, ABVP

Coccidiosis in Ferrets

Coccidiosis, yuck, sounds awful. 

So what is coccidiosis?  It is a fairly common
infection of the intestines with a group of protozoal
organisms know as coccidia. There are a few
species of coccidia that can infect ferrets, but all
cause the same symptoms, and have the same
treatments. 

Most cases of coccidiosis occur in young ferrets,
or ferrets housed in large groups, like in pet shops,
or animal shelters. They become infected by
ingesting the organisms when they lick other 
ferrets, drink dirty water, or chew on something
that another infected ferret has defecated on. 
This is what’s known as fecal-oral contamination.  

The organism can cause a variety of intestinal
symptoms including chronic diarrhea (with or with-
out blood), vomiting, and weight loss. These symp-
toms can be mild or severe, and can appear to
come and go. Diagnosis of coccidiosis is made

when the veterinarian sees the organisms on a
specially prepared stool sample. Once a diagnosis
is made, the pet is treated with special antibiotics
for 7-10 days, then, a second stool sample is
examined to make sure the infection has been
cleared. This condition is usually easy to cure, but
it can sometimes take 2-3 rounds of medication to
clear it up. If there are multiple ferrets in the home,
all of them should be treated, as the condition,
though rarely serious, is easily spread.  

Because this is such a common problem, all newly
purchased or adopted ferrets should be checked
for the disease. Also ferrets that go to shows, or
play with other ferrets from other households,
should have stool samples checked once a year 
to make sure that they have not picked up the 
disease. Yearly checkups are important for ferrets
anyway, so if yours is susceptible, or has been
showing any clinical signs, make sure your veteri-
narian  checks a stool sample during their yearly
checkup.

Ferret Fun & Games Answer Sheet Courtesy of Lisa Williams
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The Rescue of Boston and Phoenix  by Maggie Ciarcia

I’ll never know how they got their names, but on
February 9th this year, Boston and Phoenix came
to live with us. The week before, they were
brought to Joanne’s because their owner had 
been killed in an auto crash. He was only 32 years
old and had the ‘girls’ since they were babies. 

Phoenix, 7, and Boston, 6, both showed visible
signs of adrenal disease, and were obviously
depressed and confused. Soon after they arrived,
they stopped eating and developed that dreaded
diarrhea that required, Pepto, Flagyll and Chloro
and hand feedings of gruel. I felt so bad for them.
Phoenix, the elder was also suffering from some
eye infection.

I brought them to my vet, who gave them a check-
up, blood test, and their first Lupron injection.
Both had enlarged vulvas. No surprise to us, 
the blood results showed low blood sugar. So,
prednisone was added to their regiment. 

They put up with all their meds, and several daily
feeding of gruel. Phoenix actually grew to like the

gruel. Boston would occasionally eat a piece of
her ferret food, but hated the gruel! Phoenix tried
hard to survive but kept loosing weight. Boston
starting eating a bit on her own and was the first to
overcome the diarrhea. Phoenix died in her sleep,
next to her companion. I’m sure she’s with her
master now, happy to be united again.

Boston continues to eat well, with good poops and
actually enjoys the gruel. She’s only on the pred-
nisone now, along with Nutrical to help build her
up. She weighs less than a pound, and enjoys
coming out to walk around and drink out of the big
water dish. But when she finds a nice warm spot,
she goes back to sleep. Each day, she seems a
wee bit stronger. This week, she goes for her 
second Lupron injection. She responded well to
the first.  

I have to say, that despite all the hard work and
heartache, I just love these ‘old babes’, and 
consider myself blessed to be able to care 
for them.

I Wish! I Wish! I Wish!

Supplies:
Paper Towels in Bulk

Bleach and Laundry Detergent

Office Equipment:
Laser Printer

Comb Binding Machine

Software:
Adobe Acrobat 5.0 for Windows

Quark Express for Windows
Gift Maker Pro

If you are interested in donating any of the above, please contact us at 908.232.6237, or e-mail us
at admin@metroferret.com. Thank you so much for helping make our wishes become reality!

Metro

Ferret

Wish

List!
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HELP NEEDY ANIMALS!
Make a contribution each month to:

METRO FERRET  #2043

Specify the amount below and it will be billed each month to your MasterCard® or Visa®. 
As little as $5.00 helps save more animals. 

Please Choose:   ___Monthly Contribution  ___One-Time Contribution ($25 or more)

Contribution: ___$5.00  ___$10.00  ___$25.00  ___$50.00  ___Other $__________

Card #  ____-____-____-____

Exp:___/___ Print Name:_________________________ Phone: (_____) ______-_________

Address: ______________________City:________________ State: ____ Zip: _______

Signature:______________________ Date:________ Email:______________________

To discontinue or change your donation, please write, e-mail, or call: AnimalSafe@msn.com or (800) 545-5885

Visit www.AnimalSafe.org for more information about AnimalSafe Inc.

Mail This Form To:

AnimalSafe, 22552 Jameson Drive, Calabasas, CA  91302-5852

9

Yes, you can! Metro Ferret is currently running an Internet sale
fundraiser with Current Products. You can chose from a nice

selection of cards, wrapping paper, bows, scrap booking
supplies and gifts, and proceeds benefit Metro Ferret

and the shelters it helps support! Our Internet sale runs
until the end of 2003, so please remember to shop today,
and for other occasions throughout the year! 

Visit www.currentfun.com, and select New Jersey
for the location, and Metro Ferret as your charity of
choice. The participant ID when you check out is ‘MF’. 

Thanks for your support, and shop, shop, shop!

Help the Shelters with Wrapping Paper?

Metro Ferret Numbers
(as of April 2003)

106 ferrets at 4 Sponsored Shelters
10 ferrets at 4 Metro Foster Homes

Total: 116 Ferrets
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2003 Metro Ferret Tentative Schedule of Events

April 12thFerret Fandango AFA Ferret Show,Gilbertsville,PA

April 24th–26thSuper Pet Expo,Edison,NJ

May 4thFamily Fun Day,Basking Ridge,NJ

May 25thMemorial Day Barbeque,Mountainside NJ

June 28thWarm Fuzzy Ferret Show,Leesport,PA

October 3rd–5thInternational Ferret Symposium,Atlanta,GA 

Please visit our web site for up-to-date event information:

http://metroferret.com/events.htm

Metro Ferret

1091 Sunnyview Road

Mountainside, NJ 07092-2122


