
What’s New at Metro Ferret? 

Metro Ferret Quarterly 

What’s new at Metro Ferret? LOTS! After 3+ years of 
serving as President of Metro Ferret, Founder Tracy 
Colangelo has stepped down. After many years of serving 
the ferret community, concentrating on shelter support 
and education Tracy has decided to return back to the 
quiet life of ferret owner and Metro Ferret member. All of 
us who have been involved with Metro Ferret as members 
as well as the board of trustees want to thank Tracy for 
her service and wish her the best of luck in any future en-
deavors!  
 
With Tracy’s decision to leave her position – Metro Ferret 
asked for nominations for the new board of trustees. Ac-
cording to the Metro Ferret bylaws, this process can take 
place every June. We were a bit behind schedule with this 
process but I am happy to announce that we have our 
board of trustees.  
 
Here are your new board members…  
 
Caryl Rion continues in her position of VP, NY. Caryl 
was one of the original Metro Ferret members and board 
members. We are happy that Caryl has agreed to continue 
on the board and help us with the NY perspective. Caryl 
and her furry family reside in Nanuet, NY.  
 
Patty Kaczorowski is new to the board of trustees and will 
serve as VP, NJ. Patty is not, however, new to Metro Fer-
ret and served as our president during Tracy’s leave of 
absence when Tracy’s full time work had her traveling out 
of the country. Patty also serves on the Board of Trustees 
of Scales and Tails, one of Metro’s supported shelters. 
Patty will be handling surrender and adoption requests in 
addition to other board duties. Patty and her furry family, 

which includes cats and dogs as well as ferrets, reside in Un-
ion, NJ.  
 
David Nixon joins the board of trustees as secretary. David 
is new to Metro Ferret and was introduced to us through 
Scales and Tails. David’s passion for pets has him jumping 
in feet first to ferret related issues. We are excited to have a 
new face on the board as well as a new perspective. David’s 
personal interest is in new member recruiting. David resides 
in Belleville, NJ with his ferrets, cats, and dogs.  
 
Kristeen Kohrs has moved over from VP, NJ to serve as 
President of the Metro Ferret board of trustees. Kristeen is 
also one of the original Metro members and was asked to 
serve on the board along with Caryl Rion and Patti Neals 
during the early days of Metro. Kristeen will also serve as 
treasurer for Metro and continue her duties as corporate do-
nations coordinator as well as fundraiser coordinator. 
Kristeen lives in Branchburg, NJ with her ferrets and dog, 
Baron.  
 
I’d like to take a brief moment to thank every one who 
served on the Metro board over the past several years and 
assisted with our work: Secretaries Liz Harding & Ela Heyn, 
board member Patti Neals and most of all Tracy Colangelo. 
None of us would be here without her!  
 
Please stay tuned to the Metro Ferret Yahoo group for excit-
ing news about upcoming events! We are looking forward to 
2004 as a banner year for Metro in the areas of Shelter Sup-
port and Ferret owner education! We look forward to work-
ing with all of you! 

Kristeen Kohrs, President 
Metropolitan NY/NJ Ferret Welfare Society, Inc. 
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Issue #9. October 2003 

Do you have a topic that you would like to see in our newsletter? 
Do you have an article or a poem that you would like to submit? 

Please contact us by sending us an e-mail with your hi-resolution photo and 
plain text attachment to editor@metroferret.com.  

We will be happy to consider your submission or suggestions!  

A note about this Newsletter: Metro Ferret accepts articles from many different sources for this newsletter. The views expressed within are not necessarily those 
of Metro Ferret. Every attempt is made to provide accurate information, but Metro Ferret cannot be held liable for errors or omissions. 



What Constitutes Animal Cruelty? Acts of violence or neglect perpetrated against animals are considered animal 
cruelty. Examples include overt abuse, dog fighting and cock fighting, and companion animals being neglected or de-
nied basic necessities of care, such as food, water or shelter. Animal welfare organizations across the country work 
daily to educate people about how to care for their companion animals and how they can prevent animal cruelty. 
Many people who witness, or hear about cruelty, are not aware that legal action can be taken to help stop the problem. 
Companion animals are primarily covered by state 
animal cruelty laws, which vary from state to state 
and county to county. These laws may be confusing 
to people who want to help animals in distress but 
are not clear on what constitutes animal cruelty. 
 
Generally, animal cruelty can be divided into two 
categories: neglect and intentional cruelty: 
 
Neglect is the failure to provide an animal with the most 
basic of requirements of food, water, shelter and veteri-
nary care. Neglect is often the result of simple ignorance 
on the animal owner's part and is usually handled by re-
quiring the owner to correct the situation.  If the problem 
is not corrected, the animal may be removed from the ne-
glectful person by law enforcement authorities. In some 
cases, the owner will simply turn the animal over to au-
thorities because they no longer want the responsibility. 
Intentional cruelty is often more shocking and usually 
an indicator of a serious human behavior problem. Inten-
tional cruelty is when an individual purposely inflicts 
physical harm or injury on an animal.   
 
The ASPCA and other organizations with cruelty investi-
gation authority have arrested many individuals, who have 
deliberately maimed, tortured or even killed animals. Al-
though many individuals are arrested for intentional cru-
elty, people who commit even the most heinous crimes 
against animals are often not prosecuted to the full extent 
of the law. In states where animal cruelty is considered a 
misdemeanor, individuals who commit intentional cruelty 
crimes against animals can receive, at most, one year in 
jail and a $1,000 fine. Often, perpetrators receive no more 
than probation. Someone who is violent towards animals 
may be violent towards family members or other people. 
 
Animal cruelty laws vary from state to state: 
38 states and the District of Columbia currently have laws 
that make intentional cruelty a felony charge, while 12 
states treat neglectful cruelty and intentional cruelty as a 
misdemeanor. Many animal cruelty laws specifically ex-
clude accepted animal husbandry practices involving farm 
animals, animals used in research, and lawful hunting and 
trapping of wildlife. Many states now require the person convicted of cruelty to undergo psychological evaluation and counsel-
ing, in addition to paying a fine or being imprisoned. An increasing number of states are instituting cross training and reporting 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Clues:   
Across  
4 Distemper Shot (7) 
6 Rabies Vaccination (5) 
9 Clean these weekly (4) 
10 Distemper Shot for reactors (7) 
11 They like to snuggle in these (9) 
12 Treat Ears for this (5) 

 
Down  
1 Use regularly to prevent hairballs (8) 
2 Ferrets are not Herbivores, but (10) 
3 Trim these weekly (5) 
5 Happy Sound (4) 
7 Tumor with hair loss symptoms (7) 
8 They beg for these (6) 

Crossword Puzzle:  We Love Ferrets  

Animal Cruelty Fact Sheet 
Reprinted with permission, ASPCA 



We’d like to introduce you to the tails part of ‘Scales and Tails’ rescue, located in 
Randolph, NJ. Many of you know the operator, Gail Elsey, her significant other, 
Larry Anderson, and of course, Meri Martin from South Jersey. 
 
Gail started Scales and Tails in November of 2002, along with Meri and several 
others. They are a licensed NJ shelter, and are also a Federal 501C3 Not-for-Profit 

organization. Gail branched off from Metro Ferret, and just had at it. She now operates a great shelter, and we’re very 
proud of her. 
 
Gail was owned by her first ferret in 1989. She had the ferret for 6 years, prior to meeting Larry, and moving to New 
Jersey. Larry mentioned to her that he always wanted a ferret, and that was it! Gail rescued 2, and now she’s gone 
through dozens. Ferret Math at it’s most extreme, but we’re glad that she opened her doors for ferrets in need. So, I 
guess you could say, it’s all Larry’s fault… 
 
In the past year, S&T has taken in 81 ferrets, and has found homes for 52 of them. They also had 16 surgeries per-
formed on rescues in the past year, amounting to a whopping vet bill. Yes, Gail is one of her vet’s best customers. The 
office cats just love her to bits! 
 
Scales and Tails is staffed with very experienced people. She herself is a teacher, and an EMT with rescue experience 
of 18+ years. We’d say that was most of her life!! She has worked with a variety of animal rescues, including kitten, 
reptile, ferret, other exotics, and some wildlife. At a recent event, Gail adopted out a little turtle that was turned over to 
her by the NJ Dept of Fish, Game and Wildlife. I can’t think of a better shelter for a biting ferret to go, to be rehabili-
tated and trained. 
 
To help support the shelter, S&T sells hammocks, food and supplies. They hold tables at animal community events, 
and have raffles. The majority of the funding for the shelter comes from public contributions. Gail and Meri also breed 
and sell beautiful bearded dragons, in assorted colors, to help keep the shelter running.  
 
Besides Ferrets, S&T also rescues and rehabs large and small reptiles. They accept surrenders, dumps, and turn-overs 
from NJDFGW. They own several websites dedicated to the care of reptiles, and run an e-mail group for 1400 mem-
bers. They are actively involved with the Herpetological Society. 
 
S&T currently has 15 ferrets in the shelter, and 11 in foster homes, for a total of 26. They have 7 special needs ferret in 
need of sponsors. They also have many different reptiles for adoption. Starting soon, they will be holding adoption 
days at PetsMart in Union, NJ.  
 
The shelter is always in need of Gift Certificates from United and Ave-
con Diagnostics, makers of the ADV Test, and donations to the Animal 
Clinic of Morris Plains, 3009 Route 10, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. If 
you would like to make a donation of supplies, they are always in need 
of large square hi-backed litter pans, ferret-safe toys, and clear tubes for 
the ferrets to play in. Ferret food donations of Totally Ferret, Zupreem, 
Ferret Store Choice, supplements of Nupro and ferretone. They also 
could use hard wood stove pellets, parvocide, and glucometer strips.  
 
To contact Gail, you can call her at 973.895.6117, or e-mail her at el-
seyg@optonline.net. Please visit the Scales and Tails Web Site at www.
scalesandtails.org.  
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Shelter Spotlight:  
Scales & Tails, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Metro Ferret Numbers As of  

October 2003: 
89 ferrets at 3 Sponsored Shelters 

19 ferrets at 7 Foster Homes 
Total:  103 Ferrets 



Member Highlight:  
David Nixon—It All Started with Minerva 
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Solution to Crossword ‘We Love Ferrets’ 

could buy her. He mentioned she hand a distinctive 
white patch on her head so she stood out from all the 

other. Plus, she 
had bitten any 
other person that 
touched her, so 
the chances of her 
being there were 
very good. An 
hour and a half 
later,    Minerva 
was home. 
 
This tiny, quick, 
jumpy, nippy, 
furry animal had 
me freaked. The 
rules where, you 
feed her, clean 
her, play with her 
and make sure she 
doesn’t get out 
when you’re at 

work. It was playtime with Minerva that eventually got 
me used to the way a kit plays. We made it our business 
to find out how to care for her properly. There’s so 
much information on the Internet it was very difficult to 
know what was best. In the course of a year we omitted 
any bad habits we unknowingly developed. 
 
It wasn’t long after I got attached to Minerva that Carlos 
began nagging me how she needs a cage mate for com-
pany for the 8+ hours he’s at work. Around Christmas of 
2002 Carlos came home to find Minerva & his Christ-
mas present, Sabrina, playing happily in the dining 
room. I think his Christmas present was more for me 
then it was for him. Minerva & Sabrina bonded in less 
then a week and have been together ever since. 
 
Currently, we have Minerva, Sabrina, Tabitha & Alas-
tor. All seven letter names of fictional witches or wiz-
ards. We also have a foster ferret, Katrina. She’s a 
sweetheart & is learning how to play with Minerva & 
Sabrina. Aside from the ferrets, we have two dogs, two 
cats and two betta fish. Now all we need is a unicorn so 
we can set sail! I hope you enjoyed my story.  
 
You can read about our other pets and see lots of pic-
tures on Dave & Carlos’ Pet Pages. www.hometown.aol.
com/alastortheferret/petpages.html 

My name is David Nixon, and as a new member and officer 
of MetroFerret, I thought it would be nice to tell you all about 
how I got addicted to ferrets. I wasn’t sure what to title my 
story, so I went with the obvious truth, “it all started with Mi-
nerva”. 
 
In April of 2002, my partner Carlos & I had just moved in to-
gether. We had taken in a bunny for friends of my family that 
moved & couldn’t keep her. He went to Petco in West Orange to 
get some bunny food one afternoon. As he made his way through 
the store, a clerk was showing ferrets to an interested customer. 
The little girl (ferret) that was being handled kept nipping the 
clerk & the (now not so interested) customers. Carlos passed by 
close enough to get a good look, and as he did the little biter 
jumped off the shoulder of the clerk, onto Carlos’ and started 
giving him kisses on his cheek. Carlos knew better then to walk 
in the door with an animal before consulting me, so he left Petco 
with only a bag of bunny food. 
 
From that day on, for almost two weeks, all I head about was the 
ferret at Petco. Every five minutes he would tell me how she 
jumped on to his shoulder, and then with a pathetically cute, re-
petitive finger motion, demonstrate how she stared kissing his 
cheek. At that point we had 2 cats & a bunny, but he was so des-
perate & persistent that I finally gave in. I told him to go back to 
the store. If that ferret and only that ferret was still there, he 

Say Cheesecake, Minerva! 



Canine Distemper Virus (CDV) is a serious, often fatal infection of dogs, and ferrets. In general the 
disease is more common in dogs than ferrets, but it is no less deadly. The virus is contagious, and 
infection can be spread to ferrets by infected dogs, other infected ferrets, or from the clothing or 
shoes of people who have been near or in contact with infected animals, or in places where infected 
animals have recently been. The virus can be transmitted through the air, by touch, or by ingesting 
it. In other words this disease can spread quickly with devastating effects if people are not careful.   
 
The symptoms CDV in ferrets can include:  weakness, lethargy, loss of appetite, yellow-green nasal 
and/or eye discharge, swollen eyelids, swelling of the lips and/or chin, thick brown crusts that form 

on the eyes, nose, lips and chin, diarrhea, dehydration, swelling of the anus, orange crusting of the skin in the abdominal and anal 
area, muscle tremors, hyperexcitability, convulsions, pneumonia and in the late stages thickening and hardening of the foot pads, 
oh, and of course Death. Many of these symptoms are not seen because most ferrets die first. The disease has an incubation pe-
riod of about 4-10 days. After that an infected ferret can go from sick to dead in 2-42 days. 
 
Diagnosis of CDV in ferrets is made by recognition of history and clinical signs, as well as some specialized laboratory tests, and 
complete blood cell counts (CBC). There is no cure for canine distemper virus in ferrets (or dogs). The only way to treat the pet is 
to hospitalize it in a special isolation area, and administer supportive care including IV fluids, fever reducing medications, antibi-
otics (for secondary infections and pneumonia), and nutritional support. Many ferrets however are euthanized because of the poor 
prognosis, and the high chance of spreading the disease. 
 
Prevention of this disease is the key, and luckily vaccination is very effective at preventing the infection. All ferrets should be 
vaccinated for this disease starting at 7-8 weeks of age (a serious of 2-3 vaccines, 3 wks apart), and should receive a booster vac-
cine every year thereafter. The only drawback to vaccination is that some ferrets can have an allergic reaction to the vaccination. 
This is not a common occurrence, but it happens much more often in ferrets that it does in dogs. It can happen with any type of 
vaccine, but some doctors believe that it happens more often with some types than others. There are some statistics being worked 
out on this, and that information may be available on the AFA website.  
 
In general be safe when it comes to your ferrets. Again this disease is very difficult to treat, and is most often fatal, but prevention 
is relatively easy. New ferrets, dogs, and especially puppies should be quarantined for at least 14 days, and vaccinated before al-
lowing them into the home with your ferrets. Make sure all of your ferrets, and your dogs are vaccinated, and current on their 
vaccinations. Take care not to bring unwanted viruses into your home on your shoes or clothing if you have been visiting an ani-
mal shelter, dealer, or a pet show. Do not participate in events that don’t require vaccinations and veterinary health certificates for 
all animals involved. Taking these simple steps should keep your pets safe from deadly CDV infections. 
 

A Note from Metro Ferret: We strongly recommend pre-treating your ferret with benadryl at least 30 minutes prior to vaccina-
tion. In addition, we recommend that you do not administer both rabies and distemper vaccinations on the same visit. We are not 

veterinarians, we are just overly cautious.  
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The Veterinary Corner:  
Canine Distemper Virus Infections in  

Pet Ferrets 
By Todd Wolf, DVM, ABVP 

 

Reminder!!  New Jersey Ferret Owners: 
 

It’s time to mail your renewal of  your Exotic Pet Permits to the State of New Jersey, De-
partment of Fish, Game and Wildlife. You can print out a copy of the renewal form on 

their web site at:  http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/pdf/xoticapp.pdf. Please make sure that 
your paperwork is in order, for yourself and your ferrets!  Thank you! 



 
It seems every year there is a large scale ferret rescue.  Two years ago, in south Jersey a breeder died 
leaving over 80 whole/and shelter ferrets to rescue.  Last year an animal hoarder in Utah had over 100 fer-
rets in poor conditions.  This year in July a private breeder, Di  Bachman of  Maryland   was in violation of 
zoning and had to get rid of her rented garage full of ferrets or face steep fines.  Animal control stepped in 
and contacted the American Ferret Association for help.  They contacted area shelters, and one shelter 
was able to step up to the plate and move in to rescue over 80 ferrets. 
 
Rocky’s Ferret Rescue is in Parkton, Maryland.  Barbara Clay is the shelter operator and with the help of 
her Board and the ferret community she was able to take 
in these intact ferrets of all different health and ages.   
The ferrets have been cage bound,  fed a poor diet, not 
handled and were in poor conditions where they were 
kept in too small cages, stacked in an ill ventilated, dark, 
crowded, mouse infested, garage. The walls were literally 
falling down where insulation was chewed through by the 
mice.   The ferret cages were rusted, dirty and unsafe. 
 
After settling the ferrets in, making trip after trip to the vet for 
spay/neuters, tumor removals, and emergencies word of about 
25 other ferrets came in.  Apparently Di had just enough notice 
to try to get our some of her breeding stock  to another breeder 
before the surrender took place the following day.  Barbara, 
with the help of Gail Elsey from Scales and Tails Rescue in NJ 
and Lisa Leidig of Ferret Haven by the Sea Shelter  in Virginia 
and FOTH ferrets, was able to buy back 18 of these ferrets so 
they could get vet care and get spayed/neutered, vaccinated 

and ADV tested.   Sadly, 
not every ferret made it.  
Apparently a few of the 
breeding line had congeni-
tal heart problems, and 
some were so neglected 
they didn’t make it through 
the surgery.   
 
Rocky’s is currently looking 
for permanent good homes 
for these ferrets.  They can 
use all the donations and 
volunteers they can get.  
Metro Ferret made a dona-
tion, and some of the mem-

bers, as well as Gail Elsey and Meri Martin have donated time 
and money to the rescue.  But with 80 plus ferrets to feed, pro-
vide vet care for and to re home the work is never ending.  The 
cost to Rocky’s thus far is probably well into the thousands.     
 

If you would like to learn more about this rescue go 
to the Website http://www.pooflinger.com/

hagerstownferrets/   
 

To donate to Rocky’s or find out about their adoption 
policies go to http://www.rockysferrets.com/ 
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(Continued from page 2) 
programs involving social service workers who are likely 
to see cases of animal abuse during the course of their 
work in domestic violence and child abuse. This devel-
opment arises from the research validating the "link" be-
tween animal abuse and human violence. A number of 
states provide civil and criminal immunity to veterinari-
ans who report suspected cases of animal abuse to law 
enforcement authorities since they are likely to be the 
first ones to come in contact with an abused animal. En-
forcement of animal cruelty laws can be carried out by 
local police or by humane or municipal agencies that are 
granted power from the state or local government. 
 

How You Can Help:  
If you witness or hear about animal cruelty taking place, 
report it to your local humane organization or call your 
local police. Find a cruelty agency in your area now! 
Become a member of the ASPCA Advocacy Brigade 
and take an active part in passing legislation. Send all 
inquiries to government@aspca.org or call the Govern-
ment Affairs & Public Policy department at (212) 876-
7700 ext. 4550.  Teaching future generations to respect 
animal life will make our society more humane. Make 
sure schools in your town include humane education as 
part of their curriculum. Contact the ASPCA at educa-
tion@aspca.org for classroom resources.  If you want to 
adopt a pet, go to your local shelter first. Find a shelter 
in your area now! You can also log onto Petfinder.
com, our online adoption partner, to search the Internet's 
largest directory of animals available for adoption. If you 
own a pet, be responsible and provide it with annual vet-
erinary check-ups and preventative medical care; spay or 
neuter your cat or dog to reduce pet overpopulation and 
urge your friends to do the same. Support your local ani-
mal rescue organization or shelter with donations of 
money, food or supplies. Volunteering your time or fos-
tering a shelter animal is a good way to make a differ-
ence. Fostering helps socialize abused or frightened ani-
mals before they are adopted. Find a shelter in your 
area now! 

Animal Cruelty Fact 

The Hagerstown Ferret Rescue July 2003, Maryland 
By Patty Kaczorowski 

I can leave ? Really? Thank You!! 



Metro Ferret Quarterly Issue #9                                  October 2003                                                                 Page 7 

Metro Ferret’s New Ferret Note Cards 

Metro Ferret is pleased to announce a new line of exclusive ferret note cards!   
Actual size of folded Note Cards are 3.5” x 5” and includes an envelope.  Cards are $2 each, including  

shipping.  Please allow 10-14 days for delivery.  All profits benefit ferret shelter and education programs 
sponsored by The NY/NJ Metropolitan Ferret Welfare Society, Inc. 

 
Introductory Special – Buy 10 cards, get 2 free!!!! 

Clyde- 
Snow 

Timon- 
Flowers 

 

Octavia- 
Gift 

Ja-Girl New Sable- 
 Flowers 

 
 
 

Number of Sable: 

Number of Clyde:             

Number of Timon:            

Number of Octavia: 

Number of  Ja-Girl: 

Total Number of Cards Ordered: Ship to: 
 
Name:            _______________________________________ 
Street:            _______________________________________ 
City/State:     _______________________________________ 
Zip Code:      _______________________ 
 
Telephone Number: ____________________   
(Incase we have questions about your order) 

Please make your check payable to 
‘Metro Ferret’, and send it along with 

this order form to us at: 
 

33 Arrowhead Drive  
Branchburg, NJ 08853 

 
Thank you for your support! 

Your Two Cents Can Make a Difference!  
 

Did you know that more money is printed daily for the game Monopoly than by  the U.S. treasury? If 
only some of that money could make a difference for  Metro Ferret. But guess what? You can make 
that happen just by buying your games, toys, books, CDs and everyday items at iGive.com. At the 
Mall at www.iGive.com/MetroFerret, you get a free membership (no costs or obligations) to shop at 
400+ stores and without even knowing it, you’ll be helping the ferrets at the same time. So, instead of 
printing money, just find a little here and there by doing a little shopping, and up to 26% of every pur-
chase you make will be donated directly to Metro Ferret and the Shelters it helps support! 
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Sleep Well 

Goodbye my love. Goodnight. You danced into our 
hearts almost exactly 1 year ago today. You stole them, 
and carried them proudly. You never thought of your-

self as a ferret. You were my other child, my challenged 
boy. You hated all other ferrets with a passion that only 
equaled the total love you felt for your daddy and me in 
your heart. You gave ear shuffles selfishly. You kissed 
forever. You were content to lay in our arms for hours 

on end, as long as you got your “skrtiches.” Your dance 
was funny, because of your hurt back. Your sighs and 

moans were loud, but only to our ears. You danced to a 
beat only you could hear. You never heard me call your 
name or say that I love you, but you knew before any-
one else when daddy came home. You were spoiled, 
selfish and my baby. The kitchen was your domain. 

You ruled the roost, and you knew it.  
I counted each day with you as a blessing, and a 

shroud covers my heart. Dance on my baby boy. Dance 
on… 

 
Another star shines tonight and my heart is broken, 

never to be mended into what it once was. My life was 
blessed and my life is much colder now. 

 
"May you see with eyes of light in ever-dark, May your 
mind walk free and unfettered among us all, Touching 
wisely and well. May you go in peace. But wait for me 

my darling, wait for me...." because I can no longer 
keep up. 

 
Sleep well darling. 

~Gail Elsey 

Timon: 1998—2003 

Now that I'm home, bathed, settled 
and fed, 

All nicely tucked in my warm new 
bed. 

I'd like to open my baggage 
Lest I forget, 

There is so much to carry - 
So much to regret. 

Hmmm... Yes there it is, right on 
the top 

Let's unpack Loneliness, Heartache 
and Loss, 

And there by my corner hides Fear 
and Shame. 

As I look on these things I tried so 
hard to leave - 

I still have to unpack my baggage 
called Pain. 

I loved them, the others, the ones 
who left me, 

But I wasn't good enough - for they 
didn't want me. 

Will you add to my baggage? 
Will you help me unpack? 

Or will you just look at my things - 
And take me right back? 

Do you have the time to help me un-
pack? 

To put away my baggage, 
To never repack? 

I pray that you do - I'm so tired 
you see, 

But I do come with baggage -  
Will you still want me? 

- Author Unknown     

THE MEANING  
OF RESCUE 



HELP NEEDY ANIMALS! 
Make a contribution each month to:  METRO FERRET  #2043 

 

Specify the amount below and it will be billed each month to your MasterCard® or Visa®.  
As little as $5.00 helps save more animals.  

Please Choose:   □ Monthly Contribution  □ One-Time Contribution ($25 or more) 

Contribution: □ $5.00  □ $10.00  □ $25.00  □ $50.00  □ Other $__________ 

Card #  □□□□-□□□□-□□□□-□□□□ 

Exp:___/___ Print Name:_________________________ Phone: (_____) ______-_________ 

Address: ______________________City:________________ State: ____ Zip: _______ 
Signature:______________________ Date:________ Email:______________________ 

To discontinue or change your donation, please write, e-mail, or call:  AnimalSafe@msn.com or (800) 545-5885 
 

Visit www.AnimalSafe.org for more information about AnimalSafe Inc. 
 

Mail This Form To: 
AnimalSafe, 22552 Jameson Drive, Calabasas, CA  91302-5852 
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It’s Your Last Chance to Help 
the Ferrets with a Wrapping 

Paper Purchase!! 
 

Our Current Products Fundraiser on the inter-
net officially ends on 12/31/2003. There’s still 
time for you to buy all of the wrapping paper 
and bows that you need 
for the holidays. Current 
has a great selection, and 
you know you’re going to 
need to wrap those gifts. 
Why not buy from Cur-
rent, and help us to help 
the ferrets! Visit www.
currentfun.com, and se-
lect New Jersey for the 
location, and  ‘Metro Ferret’ as your charity of 
choice. The participant ID when you check out 
is ‘MF’. Thanks for your support, and shop, 
shop, shop, and then you can wrap, wrap, 
wrap!! Thank you for supporting Metro Ferret, 
and Happy Holidays! 

Metro Ferret ‘Wish List’ 
 

Supplies: 
Paper Towels in Bulk 

Bleach and Laundry Detergent 
 

Office Equipment: 
Comb Binding Machine 

 
Software: 

Quark Express for Windows 
Gift Maker Pro 

 
Other Stuff: 

Small Outdoor Storage Shed 
Sturdy Canopy for Outdoor Events 

 
**If you are interested in donating any of the 

above, please contact us at 908.232.6237, or e-
mail us at admin@metroferret.com. Thank 

you so much for helping make our wishes be-
come reality! 

 
We always wish that we had 

more shelters and foster homes 
to help more ferrets! 



Tentative Schedule of Events 
 
 

October 18th—Deadline for Yankee Candle Sales 
 

December 6th—Yankee Candle Sorting at Kristeen’s 
 

December 6th and 7th- Santa Claws, PetsMart, Watchung, 
NJ – Get your pet’s picture with Santa, and help a shelter. 

Volunteers are needed to help us with this event! Please 
contact patty@metroferret.com for details. 

 
TBA– Metro Ferret Holiday Party! Stay Tuned for Details! 

 
Please visit our web site for up-to-date event information: 

http://metroferret.com/events.htm 
 

Metro Ferret 
1091 Sunnyview Road 
Mountainside NJ 07092 

TO: 


